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2 EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


Introduction 


We are entitling this write-up “Early 
Days in Hedrick” rather than a History, 
as likely a history would cover quite a 
few items we have omitted. 


Had we completed this some twenty 
or thirty years ago, (when the idea oc- 
curred to us that some one should) no 
doubt a good many interesting facts 
could have been obtained by personal 
interviews while some of the older resi- 
dents were still living, facts of which 


no record was ever made. 

For this reason, we have gotten to- 
gather and recorded what we could at the 
present time. 

We hope it will be of some interest 
and value to the present and future 
generations. 


D: E: Beck 
Hedrick, Iowa 
December, 1954 
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EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 3 


Hon. J. T. Brooks Account of Early Days 


From an issue of the “Hedrick Her- 
ald” of July 1, 1899, in which Hon. J. T. 
Brooks wrote some early history of Hed- 
rick, from personal interviews, and from 
some items formerly in The Beck Insur- 
ance Agency “Agency Corner,” we have 
compiled the following. Most of the 
history part is a direct quotation of the 
article by Mr. Brooks, the items in par- 
enthesis are our additions for a clearer 
understanding of the places and dates 
mentioned. 


In the fall of the year, 1848, the title 
to the ground on which the main part 
of Hedrick now stands, passed from the 
government to William Waugh, by entry. 
And from that time on, until about the 
year 1861-62, Waugh’s Point was the 
metropolis of Benton Township. The 
Waugh residence stood where the home 
of D. M. Bottorff is located. (Now the 
home of W. H. Denny.) This house, as 
remembered in the late 50’s, was a two- 
story frame, fronting to the north on the 
old territorial road that ran diagonally 
from Fairfield to Oskaloosa. Besides as 
serving as a residence, this house was 
widely known as one of the most com- 
modious and comfortable “Taverns” be- 
tween the two cities just named. Just 
east of the tavern and within the limits 
of Lake Street (originally a street or 
road ran from the present Denny resi- 
dence north to what is now Highway 149, 
a continuation of Lake Street) stood the 
store building, a small one story frame, 
painted white, as was the larger house, 
with the end to the highway and the 
entrance door on the east side toward 
the barn. Besides a small miscellaneous 
stock of goods suited to the frontier 
needs, the Post Office was also kept in 
this building. The Office was called 
“Butler,” but the place, other than offic- 
ially, was widely and universally known 
as Waugh’s Point. 


William Waugh was a sturdy old Car- 
Olinian, intelligent and well calculated to 
fill his position as Tavern keeper, mer- 


chant and Postmaster, and he did so with 
credit and profit to himself. But he 
had lived too long in the south and was 
too much partisian in feeling, to permit 
him to follow Mr. Douglas in his support 
of President Lincoln. This cost him his 
Post Office, and his buildings were soon 


_ thereafter destroyed by fire, and Waugh’s 


Point became a line or two in local his- 
tory. It was thus and then that Butler 
became a tramp and set itself to wander- 
ing. From Waugh’s Point in the year 
Ol or ’62, it went to the residence of 


_S. H. Durfey, and that affable and court- 


eous gentleman became the Nasby of 
the neighborhood. From there it went 
to the Brooks’ home, where W. J. Lough- 
ridge now lives. (This old house has 
since been removed.) Then it went to 
the Hoisington place, now the Roach 
Place. Thence it came back east to the 
Mormon home, now the Alf Hix place. 
(Now the home of Eldon Gullett.) Then 
it crossed the road and put up with 
William Dalton on the site since turned 


into one of the nicest homes in the 
neighborhood by the industry and good 
taste of Mr. and Mrs. John Long. (Now 
the home of J. W. Terrill.) The next 
moved was probably to the old store 
building which at the time Hedrick was 
launched, occupied the southeast corner 


of the John Hix twenty, immediately 
north of the Durfey home. One more 
move and the restless old Post Office 
quitted the immediate neighborhood, 
where it had been a silent witness to 
many stirring and pathetic scenes, as well 
in the early pioneer days and through 


the dark and terrible war times. If some 
local historian is found to come forward 
and obpect to some points as to the 
order of these changes, then we will 
admit it in advance. But all of these 
places were occupied practically as here 
stated. There is the possibility that one 
or two of these places were occupied 
twice by the Post Office. These migra- 
tions cover a period of 20 to 21 years, 
1862 to 1882, and the last change that 
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4 EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


placed Butler in its present location in 
the latter part of ’82 or the forepart of 
"83 was a part of the same deal that 
opened the new office on the site of 
Waugh’s Point under the name of Hed- 
rick. 


W. H. Young and J. T. Brooks both 
were old settlers in this neighborhood. 
The former came from Indiana when a 
lad with his parents to reside, up to 
the breaking out of the war, on the farm 
at Twin Groves in Steady Run Town- 
ship. (About three miles northeast of 
Martinsburg.) - He went out with the 
Thirteenth Iowa Regiment and served to 
the close of the rebellion; about 6 months 


of the time having been spent in Ander- 
sonville Prison.. On returning from the 
war, he entered the store of I. W. Bott- 
orff, another veteran of the Thirteenth, 
in Martinsburg. Later he bought Mr. 
Bottorff out and continued the business 
for a number of years. On retiring from 
the mercantile business in Martinsburg, 
he bought and moved on to the quarter 
section of land on the northwest corner 
of which his. present residence now 
stands. (This was a large residence on 
the corner where Charles Hults has built 
a new home.) 


J. T. Brooks settled on the farm that 
lies immediately north and west of the 
present site of Hedrick in the late fall 
of 1850. He brought nothing with him 
to the neighborhood and was largely de- 
pendent on the charity and kindness of 
others until he became large enough to 
chase the cows through the rosin weed 
and blue-stem which in those days grew 
so abundantly and luxuriantly over the 
ground now occupied by the fine farms 
about this place. Leaving the farm in 
1868, the following seven years were 
mostly spent in school. 


In the centennial year, he settled in. 


Sigourney and began the practice of law 
as a partner of Hon. John A. Donnell, a 
gentleman well and most _ favorably 
known in this part of Iowa, and now a 
distinguished lawyer in Southern Cali- 


fornia. 

In the spring of 1882, the question of 
railroad building became considerably ag- 
itated. At that time Mr. Young was 
County Treasurer and living in Sigourney. 
Mr. Brooks was also living there and was 
Cashier of the Union Bank at that place. 
After careful and rather extended exam- 
ination of the situation, these two gentle- 
men came to the conclusion early in May, 
that two and possibly three railroads were 
soon to be built across the southeast 
corner of Benton township. The Waugh 
farm was determined on as the proper 
and in fact, the inevitable place for a 
good town under the new order of things. 


But could the farm be secured? That in- 
volved much doubt, for the reason that 
the negotiation could not be carried on 
without the purpose for which it was 
desired becoming perfectly well known 
to Mr. Waugh. And this, it was feared, 
would render the deal impossible. But 
fortunately, Mr. Waugh’s’ well-founded 
confidence in his own good sense came 
to the rescue. He did not believe that 
the roads would be built, and firmly be- 
lieved that the would-be purchasers were 
being fooled, so they got the 120 acres 
of land. 


The deal was closed on the 30th day 
of May in 1882 and the first town plat 
was filed on the 15th day of August 
following. At that time all the business 
portion of the town was covered by a 
crop of oats, that section east of Park 
Street was in corn and the cleared land 
west of West Street was meadow. Before 
the oats crop could be removed from 
the land, Hedrick became a_ veritable 
storm center. The Iowa Central and the 
Narrow Gaugue (B&W) were paralleling 
each other from Winfield to Oskaloosa. 
The surveyed lines crossed each other 
at a number of points, and a grand rush 
was made by each company for the lead 
in construction at these points of inter- 
section. (We have been told that, if after 
the completion of a railroad a second 
line crosses it, the second one is required 
to maintain the crossing.) One of these 


to mbisasnp 
“ya Vidar 
eew eapoY Me emi: dedi DA 


sl? $881 Yo galiqe olf at 
| bawati 


mWORiG Oi Brive bos wives? yaNPD 
‘ahw biw od piivil oale 2ow adoot aM. 


omassd gaibjiud haowiat | jar} 


supig tad) de Ade coil} oct Yo yoideo> ” > 


poke bebagies vetiss has luteseo vA 


-giinsy owl eagdt igiteutia od} YW ctoltand 
et: ab ylies noiesones acl} of} ome. Ben 


Stew ebeotie: sas) yidiszoq bar owt dnd” 
 jogerinee sit exowe iad ef of apes 


types W efT gikaawot soins To. 19a't0d., 
ieqimg offi an Ao, bycicrietsh saw pant 
s wl sdaly sidativesi ons Jost mi’ Beta 
aati Yo ‘eho wer afi show wwol bog 
it jartt Shetudes sd ovial off Bhvoo hil 
isily ooakex oft rof tduob. por beviow 


neo bhakti aut ton Plies ‘HOT itoR se ptt. 
enw. 3 david got seoguag 6a) Suintiw ” 


nwoad Sew Yiosieg giiwdooud beaieoh 
dboiest Qew tt 2c? be UAE WAM .o) 


ty .sidiazuqet tssh sf sebaor bluow™ 
‘ioisautro? 


bodbapet-taw. e‘daudW 34M 
oso geasa boog awo gi ab conshitnos 
jad? syeiled toa bih oH .sitdeot ofl ot 
od vhinwl bas jlwd od Hivow ebact od} 


siyw viosedomq 9¢-bluow aitli Judi .boveii . 


aatse O£1 off Jom yor o8 
| dors! bo 


veh HOR ort ro heel adver Tesh aT 
faly wad ett off bra SOOT at AM to 


wwaGA ta vel sé! sat wo Bolt caw 
seuniend- ent tis doemid tal! RA. -paiwotlot 
8 vd bowvos eew awot $4% Yo soir 
Ate to sens mwartooe tan) @tea Yo qo 
bral ‘beieel> af) bas o1en wi eww toot’ 
wobssim 2aw tvovie teaW Yo teow 


é 


wian 
el cit 


@ mote acisibal mort’ ohm 


arta? ofl 1¥0 ouw ‘ett Io fe sisi 
“oWOT fut vbwd@ ni agvets | 


la ane iyo tnow. oH . Cguda 
ot beviez bas 2 


efi} sort yaloriet a, eae gilivaog 


; . / [Ae yee i 5 
won somber jusasiq eis sioidw lo > 
ao goasbizer sgial B vaw euiT), abnata. % *Y 
ilisd ead etivA eoftadD sasdw yonmwo edt 

vy cog» MONO 8mm 


7 WZ ‘ ‘7 ad ae 
’ ’ cll aie > 
a pi NEI fia 
f. 
ag vere 
7 
Si 


CORRECT LON 
Page Oo-2nd column-Line 14 should read- 
"He immediately pulled down his buildings and brot 
them to Hedrick. The store building was set up on 
the lot above mentioned, and at once re-occupied by 
the stock of merchandise that had come alone. 
The residence was Set up on the lot west of the 
Mickinney property" 
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EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 4) 


crossings occurred just east and one just 
west of the Waugh farm. Then the Mil- 
waukee line crossed both the other two 
at this point, and the engineers, graders 
and steel gangs of all three lines and 
the surveiyng force engaged in staking 
out the town-site were all on the ground 
at the same time. An old abandoned 
dump under the east end of the high 
bridge in the north part of town still re- 
mains, (it has since disappeared) to mark 
the place from which the B & W graders 
were driven off by the Milwaukee force, 
and the ridge of dirt on which the east 
and west section of the walk to the Union 
Depot rests, remain to mark the battle- 
field from which the Iowa Cenral was 
driven off by the same force. (It has 
also disappeared.) There was not time 
for the slow workings of legal processes 
in the first instance, so the rights were 
decided and redecided by the physical 
strength of the different forces. 


The rush to buy lots set in as soon 
as the survey forces arrived on the 
ground, and long before the location of 
the streets had been determined. For 
instance, it is well remembered that C. 
J. Hagan unloaded the foundaion rock 
for his lumber sheds among. the oat 
shocks somewhere near the present site 
of Lynn’s’ Blacksmith Shop. (Three 
buildings were formerly located on the 
south side of First Street, accross the al- 
ley, west of the present C. G. Miller 
building, now occupied by the J. H. Wake 
_Feed Mill.) When the streets and blocks 
were afterward staked out, he moved 
the stone to the present site, and put up 
one of the first buildings in the field. 


(This was the corner of Second and 
Spring Streets, the corner is now occu- 
pied by the John Roop residence. The 
Hagan Lumber Yard covered this corner 
and the rest of the block east of the 
alley now the location of the residence 
of Mrs. Luella Russell, the Methodist 
parsonage and church.) It would really 
be an unsatisfactory task for one to try 
to determine any “first” building in the 
town, for the reason that there was a 


constant procession in all stages of com- 
pletion at the same time; and many that 
were begun first were completed after 
others of a later beginning. 


The first business house to open its 
doors for trade stood on the lot now 
occupied by Phelps. & May Shoe Store. 
(Now the Gambles Store) At the time 
the ground was purchased by Messrs. 
Young and Brooks, Frank Shaw, a broth- 
er to Tom and George, was conducting a 
store at Slagel, a point on the river six 
miles north of Hedrick. He immediately 
pulled down, his buildings and brought 
them to Hedrick. The store building 
was set up on the corner west of the 
McKinney property. (We are not sure 
as to the location of the McKinney prop- 
erty. In investigating several years ago, 
as to the location of the first residence, 
we were told that a house was moved in 
from Skunk river to the corner just east 
of the present Hedrick Savings Bank, 
First and Park Streets. Mr. Brooks men- 
tions that a house was put up by DeMarc 
and Co., owners of the second lumber 


yard. This yard was located at the corn- 


er of Second and Park Streets, now the 
residence of Mrs. G. W. Harkins. This 
would indicate that the McKinney prop- 
erty was on the corner, now the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Lanz. When 
we first read Mr. Brook’s write-up, we 
were under the impression that the Mc- 
Kinney property was on or just south 
of the present residence of Mrs. Tillie 
Williams and that the house that Tom 
Shaw moved to Hedrick was across the 
street west, formerly the home of G. W. 
Story, now the residence of Mrs. Ida 
Meier. So it is evident that this and 
the other mentioned above were the first 
two houses in Hedrick, but it is our opin- 
ion that the DeMarce housé was: moved 


first.) 


“J. D. Stephenson bought the first res- 
idence lot that was sold, the corner south 
of the Dr. Porter residence where John 
Ebelsheiser now lives. (This is the site 
now ocupied by the Christian Church. 
The first boy baby born in Hedrick was 
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John Hedrick Stephenson, the son of J. 
D. Stephenson. The first. girl baby was 
Mayme Porter, now Mrs. Shepard, daugh- 
ter of Dr. and Mrs. J. W. Porter. We are 
not sure whether these births occurred 
in the house just named or not.) Peter 
Engledinger must be credited with hav- 
ing secured the first business lot, the 
corner where his drug store now stands. 
(Now occupied by the Post Office.) Sev- 
eral others were taken the same day, in- 
cluding the one now occupied by the L. 
L. Bowlin Grocery (Now the Conoco Sta- 
tion on Main Street) purchased by W. C. 
McWilliams. During the first fall and 


winter, houseroom of any kind was ex- 
tremely scarce. Dick and Minnie Snak- 
enberg threw open the doors, I believe 
there were two, of the Horace Williams 
house, and made it a veritable palace of 
a boarding house. (This was the house 
mentioned above as the first house in 
Hedrick.) 


“The Shaw store was not closed at 
night for the reason that the callers, not 
to say customers, would not leave, hav- 
ing no other place to sleep, they occu- 
pied the counters and floor. The writer 
remembers that early in that first fall 
his wife came over from Sigourney for 


a couple days’ visit. She was taken to 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Monk 
a mile and a half west of town for sleep- 
ing accomodations. (Farm now owned 
by J. M. Bannon.) Two other parties 
spent the night at the Monk home, Mr. 
Elliott of the drug firm of Taylor & Co., 
Ottumwa, and a German friend, who had 
spent the day in the neighborhood hunt- 
ing chickens. (Prairie.) On the return 
trip the next morning Mr. Elliott and 
his friend were encountered in the stable 
lot, where they were struggling with the 
problem of harnessing their team. They 
had both collars on upside down and 
were vainly striving to make the harness 
fit those inverted collars. But maybe I 
ought to let this pass, for it is said that 
Mr. Elliott has since grown properous 
and is possibly as good a horseman now 
as he was a druggist then. 
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The first hotel was operated by Sam 
McVay and S. K. Brooks in the house 
known in recent years. as the Harper 
residence. (Now the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Whitten). This place was 
no “Palmer House,” I can assure you, 
but it was a lot better than nothing. (The 
Palmer House at that time was one of 
Chicago’s leading hotels.) 


The town grew so rapidly that it be- 
came a thriving little village long before 
a Post Office could be established and 
the convenience of mail service secured. 
“Hedrick” was widely known and Uncle 
Sam’s mail bags were supplied with all 
sorts of printed matter bearing the ad- 
dress for weeks or even months before 
the office had an oficial existence. This 
mail would gravitate around in the neigh- 
boring offices as near to the town as the 
knowledge of the postal clerks would 
permit. One particular post card that had 
started too early for Hedrick was deliv- 
ered through the Martinsburg Post Off- 
ice bearing across its face the urgent in- 
quiry of some exasperated clerk, “Where 
in the h--I is Hedrick anyway?” 


Before the summer of 1882 had passsed, 
the Iowa Central was operating a train 
over their lines and receiving and dis- 
charging freight at most any point in 
the south part of town where the en- 
gineer happened to stop. During the 
following winter this company built a 
small depot immediately west of Main 
Street between the mill and where the 
Rand Lumber now stands. (Present 
location of the France Lumber Co. The 
Rand Lumber Co. yard was first located 
on the B & W in the north part of town — 
and later moved to the present location 
of the France yard.) After the Milwau- 
kee was completed the depot was moved 
to the present location of the Union De- 
pot and later on, one Sunday afternoon, 
was destroyed by fire. During the first 
fall the Milwaukee laid steel from the 
south side of Second Street to a short 
distance south of town. The B & W built 
their tracks no farther west that season 
than Martinsburg. 
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Among the pioneer business firms es- 
stablished during the first summer, that 
were prominent and long standing, was 
the drug store of P. Engledinger, the com- 
bined shoe and grocery story of W. C. 
McWilliams, the Lumber Yard of DeMarc 
and Co., the Lumber Yard of W. W. Hagan 
& Co., and the Bank of Hedrick. If John 
Swearingen’s grocery store (now the Con- 
oco station) was not in the way, the writ- 
er could locate the spot on which the 
oat shocks stood, around which the final 


arrangements for organizing the Bank . 


was consumated. 


Name? Well, if one had in mind a 


half-dozen names, each of which he fond- - 


ly desired to confer on a favorite son, and 
there was but one son to be named, such 
a person may realize something of the 
difficulties of the problem. The name 
“Hedrick” was finally selected for a com- 
bination of reasons. It was short, easily 
written, looked fairly well on paper eith- 
er written or printed, differed suffficient- 
ly both in sound and appearance from 
the names of other town in the surround- 
ing territory, and lastly, it was believed 
the high esteem in which Gen. J. M. 
Hedrick was held by the people of Iowa, 
would reflect somewhat of credit on a 
good town bearing this name; and it was 
hoped that the town might aid in perpet- 
uating the memory and deeds of this 
gallant soldier. The General was con- 
sulted and expressed himself as entirely 
satisfied in the conclusion so reached. 


The northeast corner of the original 


plat was the lot on which the A. H. 
Owen residence now stands (Fifth and 
East Streets) and the _ northwest 


corner was at the alley just east of the 
foot bridge in front of the M. E. Church, 
and the southern limit was the north 
side of First Street. (The Methodist 
Church formerly stood on the ground 
where the present Christian Church par- 
sonage is located, occupied by the Rev. 
and Mrs. W. A. Purdy; Fifth Street, east 


from the church, was only open to foot 
traffic, a high foot bridge crossed the 
ditch and the alley at the east end of 
this bridge was the northwest corner of 
the plat referred to above.) 


The town was incorporated in the 
spring of 1883 and the first official reg- 
ister stood as follows: E. C. Kitterman, 
Mayor. D. Snakenberg, Dr. C. S. New- 
ell, Dan Segar, F. M. Shaw, Geo. Philips 
and S. J. Adams, councilmen W. C. Mc- 
Williams, Recorder. J. T. Brooks, Treas- 
urer and J D. Stephenson Street Com- 
missioner and Marshall. The Council 
held its first meeting on the 25th day of 
June 1883 in the upper story of the T. B. 
Shaw building, now occupied by M. W. 
Owen. Joseph Merryfield as Justice of 
the Peace, administered the oath of office 
to the new officials elect. Since the or- 
ganization of the town government, the 
Mayor’s chair has been occupied as fol- 
lows: E. C. Kitterman 1883; D. P. Durfey 
1884; J. T. Brooks 1885 to 1890 inclusive; 
J) M. “Brady 1891::d. S. Fryer, part .of 
1892; J. T. Brooks, part of 1892 to 1895; 
M. H.. Williams, 1896 and part of 1897; 
W. N. DeArmond part of 1897 and 1898; 
and S. E. Spicer part of 1898 and 1899. 


In 1890, Hedrick had a population of 
592: in 1895, 1162: The hard times of two 
years ago and the disastrous fire of last 
fall was quite severely felt in the busin- 
ess interests of the town, and has in a 
measure stopped the rapid progress of 
the earlier years. The last few months 
however has showed a decided change for 
the better and there is a steady and sub- 
stantial growth in all directions. The 
present population is at least 1200 and 
many give it as high as 1300. The school 
census of 1895 gave 1162 and there are 
more inhabitants and larger business in- 
terests here now than then. 


(The above concludes the write-up by 
Mr. Brooks. The following is what we 
have been able to gather from sources 
mentioned in the introduction.) 
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Hedrick Has Had Three Major Fires 


Since Hedrick started, it has been vis- 
ited by three disastrous fires. The first 
one occurred on the night of March 9th, 
1895. It started in a frame building the 
second door south of the present location 
of the J. H. Wake Feed Store, formerly the 
Shaw Bakery, and from a former write- 
up in the “Agency: Corner,” we copy — 

Shaw’s Bakery stood on the corner and 
the fire originated in the building just 
south occupiel by the Hedrick Military 
Band, and was discovered Sunday morn- 
ing about 1 o’clock by night watchman 
Foster. We had no fire alarm at the 
time, church bells being used to give no- 
tice of fires and they were very effective. 
As the writer remembers it was only a 
short time until it seemed that everyone 
in town was there. The buildings being 
_ of wood construction, the fire spread very 
rapidly. The band was about the heav- 
lest loser, as all of their instruments but 
two, a new double bass just purchased 
the year before, going with the rest, all 
their music, chairs, and stands were a 
complete loss, amounting to $1,000.00, 
which was a lot of money in those days. 
A concert had been arranged for March 
14th. Through the kindness of Schwab- 
ky’s Band in Ottumwa, who loaned the 
use of their instruments, the concert was 
given as planned. 


The other losses were Shaws Bakery, 
A. Ritter business house, Hugh Lawson 
office fixtures and books, Utterback and 
Williams Office fixtures, Kresie Estate 
Building and S. E. Spicer residence. 


The Hedrick Band was a valuable as- 
set to the community. No insurance was 
carried on the instruments at the time of 
the fire, but it was decided to start from 
scratch and buy a new set of instruments. 
If I remember right, the cost was approx- 
imately $1400.00. The only salaries re- 
ceived by the players was for the Fourth 
of July concerts, the proceeds from other 
concerts for several years went to pay 
off the indebtedness on the instruments. 


The second fire occured November 2, 
1898, starting in a restaurant on the east 
side of Main Street, about where the 
present Gray’s Market is located, and 
took seven buildings from the present 
location of the Hedrick Savings Bank 
north to about where Spilman’s Market 
now stands. The first building on the 
south of the restaurant was a hotel, on 
the north a livery barn, shoe and barber 
shop, carpenter shop and two vacant lots. 
There was one or two vacant lots on the 
north and they were successful in stopp- 
ing the fire at this point. 


The. third and worst fire happened 
Friday night, November 23, 1900. A re- 
port of the fire at the time reads — 


As a result of a conflagration Friday 
evening, Hedrick is short seven business 
buildings, leaving almost a block vacant. 
The buildings were all frame and the 
fire was uncontrolled with what means 
we had to fight it. About midnight, C. 
E. Wilson had started to light the gasoline 
stove in his restaurant. (Site now occu- 
pied by the Hedrick Locker) Gasoline had 
evidently been allowed to run out after 
the stove had been used previously and 


-_ when he lighted the match the room was 


filled with fire immediately. Mr. Wilson 
was thrown to the floor and was glad 
to escape with his life. Very few people 
were near at the time and it was some 
time before a_ sufficient number had 
arrived to do anything as to saving the 
contents of the other buildings in the row. 
Nothing was saved from the restaurant. 
D. M. Anderson’s Dry Goods and Grocery 
store on the north and Harris Cuddy & 
Co. Cothing store on the south soon 
caught and very little was saved from 
them. About 50 suits of clothing and two 
show cases were removed from the cloth- 
ing store. By the time Mr. Cuddy ar- 
rived, about 12:30, at was too late to do 
anything more. A small amount of 
goods, about $200 was removed from the 
Anderson store. Stout’s Barber Shop 
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came next on the north and it burned 
quickly but the contents were saved. 
Here occurred a_ remarkable piece of 
work on the part of the people. The old 
Anderson Meat Market was next on 
the north with a space of about six feet 
between. By the hardest kind of work 
the fire was prevented from going on 
north, although the meat market build- 
ing was on fire several times. The. next 
store on the south of Harris Cuddy Co. 
was the M. Smith. Very little was sav- 
ed from this store, the principal article 
being flour. Connelly’s Drug store was 
next and it was pretty well cleared of 
stock before the flames reached it, but 
in some way the up stairs room, where 
Mr. Connelly lived was overlooked and 
no effort was made to save the household 
goods, which with all their clothing was 
destroyed. Engledinger’s Drug store on 
the corner of Second and Main Streets, 
(present location of the Post Office) was 
the last building burned. Mr. Engleding- 
er succeeded in removing much of his 
goods before the fire reached him. The 
Iowa Telephone Co. office headquarters 
were in this building. The telephone was 
disconnected and placed temporarily in 
Weller’s Drug store, the next morning. 
The Hedrick Savings Bank, directly 
across the street on the south, was badly 
scorched and at times it looked impossible 
to save it. Blankets and quilts were 
placed over the windows and salt water 
was used freely until the danger was 


It was about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing when the danger was over and the 
people began to feel easier and return 
the goods to the buildings not burned. 
Dr. Shafer had moved his goods out, the 
Hedrick Telephone Co. had disconnected 
their switchboard and removed it from 


. the building, Duke and Akerman had re- 


moved their stock of buggies and carriag- 
es, W. P. Brittan (pool room), Martin Con- 
ner (billiard tables) and Furstenberg and 
Rosenbaum (saloon) moved out of their 
buildings. Many bottles of liquor from 
the latter building while being removed 
were stolen and later in the morning their 
effects were quite apparent. When it 
seemed likely that the fire would cross 
the street, Ottumwa was telegraphed and. 
a special train was expected in such case, 
but it was not needed. The estimted loss 
was $23,495.00 with insurance of $10,350.00 
over. Many valuable papers were remov- 
ed from the building in anticipation of its 
burning. Across the street on the east, 
the buildings of J. W. Martin (Barber 
shop), Mrs. Margaret Henry (millinery), 
Dr. R. Weller, J. S. Fryer (Dry goods and 
grocery) and the Journal were in danger 
and only saved by hard work. The glass 
was broken in every building mentioned 
and the paint blistered. J. W. Martin 
especially had hard work to save his 
building, which if it had. caught, would 
have taken the other side of the street, 
including two hotels. 
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10 EARLY DAYS IN 


HEDRICK 


Founding ot Hedrick Churches 


Hedrick’s First Church 


The first Sunday school was organ- 
ized as Union in January, 1883, the meet- 
ings were held in an upstairs room over 
the M. W. Owen Hardware store. The 


Rev. R. M. Tracy, who was instrumental 
in building the Baptist Church at Com- 
petine, preached occasionally at the 
Brooks School House, which stood just 
west of the Brooks cemetery. Realizing 
the need for a church in Hedrick, Messrs. 
Brooks and Young donated a lot and suc- 


ceeded in getting the Rev. Tracy inter- 
ested in the proposition. The first sub- 
scription paper to raise funds for the new 
church was started by him in April 1883. 
In May of the same year the building was 
commenced and completed in February, 
1884. The cost of Hedrick’s first church, 
the Baptist, was about $2400.00. The ded- 
icatory sermon was preached by the Rev. 


Hedrick’s First Church 
The Baplist, Built In 1884 
(Rebuilt In 1901) 


Located on Second and East Streets 


serving Hedrick and Martinsburg. 


Piper, State Secretary, March 9th, 1884, 
and the Rev. Tracy was installed as pas-. 
tor. F. W. Hults was the church clerk 
and Thomas Spiers was one of the pro- 
moters of the organization work. Among 
the charter members were: Elizabeth 
Craft, Abel Craft, Emmeline Bottorff, D. 


M. Bottorff, Thomas Spiers, Abigal Spiers, 
Diana Mefford, Arzilla Bottorff, Therza 
Phelps, F. W. Hults, Mary Hults, Elnora 


Craft and Robert Porter. Considerable 
carpenter work on the builing was do- 
nated, G. H. Kilgore and Dan Segar hav- 
ing the overseeing of the building. The 
Rev. Tracy, the first pastor, was followed | 
by the Rev. Fry in 1885; F. N. Byrum, 


1887; A. T. Shortess, 1895; G. M. Adams, 
1903; J. T. Thomas, 1904; H. E Lewis, 1906; 
Orr Campbell, 1906; D O. Slyter, 1910; E. 
C. Otto, 1911; C. F. Hansen, 1913; James 


Elliott, 1916; T. J. Rose, 1917; J. A. Bur. 
roughs, 1919; F. H. Peterson, 1920; S. E 
Holden, 1922; P: H. Blunt, 1923;.L. W. 
Ross, 1926; R. Zindell, 1929; J. J. Oling- 
er, 1931. The church was partially rebuilt 
in 1901 during the pastorate of the Rev. 
T.. A. Shortess. 


Methodist Church Built In 1887 


Hedrick second church, the Methodist, 
was built in 1887. The society was organ- 


ized in 1886 and the two lots on West 
Street at the end of Fifth Street (Now 
the Christian Church parsonage) were do- 
nated by D. W. Beck, and the building 
was erected at a cost of $3500. The mem- 
bership was limited and the undertaking 
was a big one, but it was successful. The 
Rev. Gibbons was the pastor at the time, 
The 
two places were combined until 1891, 
when Hedrick became a station. During 
the pastorate of the Rev. H. N. Smith, the 
present building was erected in 1905. The 
cost was about $12,000.00 and was dedi- 
cated September 17, 1905, free of debt. 
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EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


Hedrick’s Second Church — The Methodist, Built In 1887 
Located on West and Fifth Streets 


The Present Methodist Church, Completed in 1905 
Located on Spring and West Third Streets 
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12 7 EARLY DAYS IN 


HEDRICK 


Hedrick’s Third Church — The Christian 


Built in 1893, Located at Fourth and Waldo Sireets 


It was said at this time to be the finest 
church building in Keokuk County. The 
dedicatory sermon was preached by Dr. 
B. I. Ives of Auburn, N. Y. The day 
dawned with clouds and mist, but by 
10:30 a.m., fully 600 people had gathered 
to participate in the exercises and rejoice 
in what had been accomplished. On the 
rostrum with Dr. Ives was the Rev. H. N. 
Smith, presiding Elder and former pastor. 
who had brought this building enterprise 
to a successful conclusion; the Rev. W. G. 
Wilson, the present pastor; the Rev. W. 
N. Hall, a former pastor, and the Rev. 


Waring, a former Presiding Elder in ear- 


ly days. The building committee in 


charge of the work was: the Rev. H. N. 
Smith, chairman; Mrs. E. A. Crawford, 
secretary-treasurer; Senator J. T. Brooks; 
GOW. Story; We OF (Cuddy .and D,.C. 
Ollive. 


Among the charter members of the 
church were A N. Bowlin, J. T. Brooks, 
D. W. Beck, D. M. Anderson, Wm. Hag- 
an, C. J. Hagan, S. H. Durfy, O. M. Dur- 
fey, D. Snakenberg, S. K. Brooks, R. A. 
Bennett, J. T. Harper, D. M. Reed, Mina 
Douglas, B. Markle, W. H. Young, May 
Lynn, H. A. Watts, C. M. Speck, M. Smith, 
S. N. McWilliams, A. R. Orris, G. W. 
Shaw and Mr. Lock. 


. 
> 
4 
G& 
2 
a 
a! 
a / 
de 
f 
+. 
de 
r 
’ 


nsitaivd oT ~~ dowdd SridT estonbeH | ei Ss ae 
elourta cbleW bas drwo't te botsooJ O84 i aie a 


j 
; i) 
’ 
s ‘ 
¥ sf 
t 
‘ P ? 
; 
a% 
he Le 
o 
v 
‘ i: 
P d 
* 
i 
iW 


MH u.wogl adi egw wsow oil te onsiito ‘geanid avid 
fiolweiD oA oS el 4 pares oT ete 
mood, Toh MIBHOG | SH yrutatsans Py 


9 A bas ybbud 40 We Ween WO ab od OM ara Ww govt to 


par wi, pet basis, 

aby vctarvinm 
a i peeves 
s0: a vat Sodas 


i mip, gaat! te? an 


EARLY DAYS IN 
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The Present Christian Church, Completed in 1947 


Located Corner of Second and Park Streets 


Christian Church Organized 


About thirty worshipers met at the 
Normal building in April 1893 and organ- 
ized Hedrick’s third church, the Christian. 
Elder A. F. Sanders of, Ottumwa, was in 
the chair and Thomas Sheets was Clerk. 
The Elders elected were Rev. J. N. Smith 
and Wesley Brown; Austin Phillips was 
made Deacon. T. A. Sheets was selected 
some time later. The organization wor- 
shipped in the Normal building. In May 
1893 a building committee of five-was 
selected, and arrangements were made to 
build. A lot was bought and the Messrs. 
Brooks and Young donated another. (They 
were lots 7 and 8 in Block 53, just east 
of the home of the late Mrs. John Mor- 
gan, where the first Christian Church was 
built.) The work on the church was be- 
gun in June 1893 and the building was 


completed in October. The dedicatory 
sermon’ was preached Sunday, October 
8th, 1893 by the Rev. F. M. Haines of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Their first pastor was 
the Rev. A. L. Criley of Ottumwa, who 
filled the pulpit for one year. The Sun- 
day school was organized in October of 
1893 in the new building with a member- 
ship of 35. In December of 1946 the ‘Rev. 
Addis held a two weeks revival meeting 
which was instrumental in laying the 
groundwork for the new building at. the 
corner of Second and Park Streets. The 
Church decided to move to this location 
and the basement part of the building 
was planned and completed during the 
pastorate of the Rev. L. C. Swan in 1918. 
The final plans for the new building were 
approved by the church May 10, 1947, 
and on October 26th, 1947, the new build- 
ing was dedicated. 
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14 EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


Presbyterians Meet at Normal Building 


Sunday, April 28th, 1895, forty persons 
met in the Normal building and organiz- 
ed a Presbyterian Sunday School. The 
Rev. S. F. Ferguson, State Supt. of Sab- 
bath School Work; Missionary Rev. Mr. 
Daily and the Rev. Mr. Ayer of Keokuk, 
were present and assisted in the work. 
The gentlemen addressed the assembly 
and then the Sunday School was organ- 
ized and the following officers elected: 
Supt., Samuel Henry; Assistant Supt., 
Mrs. J. D. Henry; Secretary, Mrs. Janie 
Lynn; Treasurer, W. E. Lynn; Librarian, 
Maggie Mason. The church was organ- 
ized about three weeks later in May with 
a membership of 35 members. The Rev. 
J. K. Alexander of Morning Sun, the 
Rev. McCuen of Winfield, and the Rev. 
Marshall assisted in the organization. The 
trustees elected were: Dr. J. D. Henry, 
Thompson Lindsay and James Young. 
Through the kindness of the owners of 
the Normal building, the Presbyterians 
were given permission to hold all their 


‘pastor until 1900. 


The 
Presbyterian Church 


Completed In 1900 


Located At 
Third and Young Streets 


services there, which they continued to 
do. Occasional supplies gave them 
preaching most of the time up to 1896, 
when the Rev. J. E. Foster of Martins- 
burg was called to become their pastor 
in connection with the Martinsburg 
church. Since then: they have had reg- 
ular preaching services every Sunday. 
At present (1899) the organization is 
officered by the following — Elders, Fred 
Messer, W. W. Stewart, W. E.-Lynn, the 
first two are also Trustees with Tony 
Lowenberg as the third. The present 
officers of the Sunday school are: Mrs. 
W. E. Lynn, Supt.; Mrs. J. D. Henry, As- 
sistant Supt., Mrs. Janie Lynn, Secretary; 
Blanche Henry, Treasurer, and Annie 
Lindsay, Organist. 

The Rev. J. E. Foster continued as 
In 1898 the members 
bought the lot on which the church stands 
for $400.00. The building committee con- 
sisted of the Rev. J. E. Foster, chairman; 
Fred Messer, Tony Lowenberg, W. E. 
Lynn, and Mrs. J. D. Henry. In June of 
1899 this committee reported that the 
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necessary funds had been raised to com- 
plete the new building. The contract 
was let to W. H. Golliher and the work 
started September 1, 1899. The building 
was completed the following January. 
First services were on February 11, 1900, 
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when the Rev. C. R. McMillan became 
the pastor. The dedication service oc- 
curred June 3, 1900, the Rev. C. H. Dur- 
most, D. D., of Waterloo, preaching the 
dedication sermon. 


Hedrick’s Fifth Church — St. Paul. Lutheran, Built In 1906 


St. Paul Lutheran Church 
From a historical sketch by the late 
Rev. Carl Ganschow at the 75th annvers- 


ary of St. Pauls Lutheran Church, ob- 
served May 29th, 1938, we copy the foll- 
owing — (The Church is pictured above.) 
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16 EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


“In 1862 our country was thrown into 
civil war by the secession; the issues be- 
tween the North and the South, more 
particularly the question of Federal Gov- 
ernment authority and power as against 
state right being fought out on the battle- 
field: men from both sections leaving 
their work, leaving their loved ones and 
families in response for recruits, many of 
them never to return. 


It was at this time that St. Paul Lu- 
theran was organized. Quite a number 
of German families had settled around 
Martinsburg and what is now Hedrick. 
They lived widely scattered but they had 
brought with them to this country a 
consciousness of the need of a church and 
worship and spiritual care. The field 
was surveyed by Pastor Bredow, a pastor 
of a former Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Iowa, who affected an organization in 
October, 1862. According to the church 


record, charter members and early mem- 
bers, were Gottfried Pfeitser, Lewis Pfei- 
ster, Wiliam Hankammer, John Lanz, 
Phillip Christian, John Pfeister, Jacob 
Sauer, Philip Ritter, George Meyer, G. 
P. Holzhauser, Mrs. Philipp Holzhauser, 
Jacob Geil, John Ebelsheiser, Frederick 
Rauget, Andy Ritter, Marie Weil, G. W. 
Deuser, Sophie Lanz, J. C. Deuser, Gus- 
tav A. Lehman, Adam Schweitzer, John 


C. Hankammer, Math Hoellner, Carl F. 
Blitz, Frederick Eikelberg, George C. 
Hankammer, Jacob Hankammer, George 
W. Schnee, Frederick Ritter, John Kiel- 
kopf, John Lowenberg, Frederick Herr- 
mann, William Blitz, William Holzhauser, 
J. P. Holzhauser, Jacob Lanz, Philipp 
Lanz, G. W. Deuser, Peter Deutschle, J. 
T. Deuser, William Ritter, Philipp Cling, 
Wm. Ebelsheiser, Phillipp Meier, J. M. 
Loos, C..Deuser, P. J. Ritter, Charles 
Kielkopf and Michael Hild. Of those 
connected with the church from the be- 
ginning, Mrs. Theresa Holzhauser, Mrs. 
Mary Lanz, Mrs. Mary Ebelsheiser and 
Phillipp Meier are the only living mem- 
bers. As so often in a new organization, 
there were divergent views on doctrinal 
subjects, which in the course of time, led 


to desertions. This naturally produced 
something of a crisis for the young church. 
The congregation, however continued, and 
in 1873 built its first church under the 
pastorate and directions of the Rev. W. 
Hertzel, who was the first resident pastor. 
It was located about two and half miles 
southwest of what is now Hedrick. Its 
dimensions were 50 by 30 and included 
the parsonage. The building committees 


was composed of Herm. Lanz, Jacob Gile 
and Carl Blitz. During the next several 
decades, the congregation moved along 
in a normal way, however it showed no 
rapid growth. The Rev. Hertel, now 92, 


is living at Nauvoo, Illinois. After sev- 
eral interevening pastorates, the Rev. C. 
Schade, now retired and living at Siss- 
eton, S. D., was called. He took up his 
work in 1885. About 1905 quite a large 
number of Lutheran families moved. to 
these parts from Illinois and united with 
the congregation. The church took on 
new life and in 1906 decided to move its 
location to Hedrick and build a new 
church. The building committee con- 
sisted of Fred Ritter, Adam Schweitzer, 
W. J. Lanz, D. Clausen and William Law- 
son. About the same time the Rev. F. 
W. Landdeck was called as pastor. The 
congregation prospered under his able, en- 
ergetic and faithful labors. The present 
parsonage was built during his pastorate 
and was finished in 1909. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Otto Behrens, now 
of Earlville, Illinois. A. J. Lechner, now 
of Dubuque and L. A. Sagert, now of Iowa 
City. The present pastor was installed 
on November 14th of last year. (1937) 
The congregation numbers around 70 
families with something like 175 com- 
municants. St. Paul’s first baptism on 
record is that of John G. Lanz in 1862. 
The first marriage was John Keilkopf 
and Catherine Ritter, December 11, 1862. 
The first deaths were those of two young 
children, Sarah Pheiffer and Mary Deuser 
in 1863. Members of the first confirma- 
tion class were: Frederick Ritter, Theresa 
Ritter, Katherine Pfeiffer, Jacob Peiffer 
and Wm. Holzhauser. 
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Hedrick Renowned for Kite Race Track 


A write-up or history of Hedrick 
would not be complete without some 
mention of the famous Kite Track, which 
did more to advertise Hedrick over a 
wide territory than any other. 


Hedrick Mile Track Ass’n. was organ- 
inzed in the latter part of the winter of 
1891 with the following officers: L. B 
Cremer, president; A. M: Utterback, treas- 
urer; and M. H. Williams, secretary. Mr. 
Williams had up to the fall of 1891 own- 
ed and operated a large stock farm south 
of Hedrick, having devoted considerable 
time and attention to the breeding and 
handling of the light harness horse. He 
had demonstrated beyond a doubt that 
his judgement on that class of stock was 
above the average. Selling his farm, he 
moved to Hedrick in the spring of 1892, 
and originated the scheme of building 
and operating the best mile track in 
Iowa. He interested Mr. Cremer and Mr. 
Utterback, the present (1899) secretary 
of the enterprise. Steps were taken at 
once to secure the land. (This was the 
land now owned by V. O. Swearingen, 
within the town limits.) 


The Hedrick track was the first of 
the “Stockton” pattern to be built in 
the Mississippi valley and the second of 
the. shape ever constructed. The other 
is at Stockton, California. . This pecul- 
iar shape divides the track into thirds; 
two-thirds are in the two stretches, and 
one-third in the long east turn which 
makes it the fastest shaped track raced 
over today. There are a number of Kite 
Tracks scattered through the middle 
west, but none of the famous Stockton 
pattern, except the Hedrick track. 


Early in the spring of 1892 the work 
on the track, grounds and building were 
begun. To secure perfect drainage, it 
was necessary to do an immense amount 
of tiling and some 2,000. rods of large size 
tile were put in. While this was going 
on, 200 large roomy box stalls were 
erected; the big ampitheatre with a seat- 


ing capacity of 2000 people, a commod- 
ious band stand, judges stand, dining hall, 
etc., were underway. By July, 100 head 
of horses were in training on the track 
and in August the fences, ticket office, 
etc., were completed ready for the op- 
ening meeting held October 3, 4, and 5, 
1892. 


The meeting proved that Secretary 
Williams was in touch with what the 
horsemen want, i.e., liberal purses and a 
good track to race over. This _initia- 
tory meeting, brought. out a large field 
of high class horses and big crowds to 
see them step for the money. 


In July 1893, the Association gave a 
mid-summer meeting and followed it with 
a good meeting in the fall, October 3, 4 
and 5, but on the night of June 29, the 
large ampitheatre was blown down and 
while only a short time remained until 
the opening day of the meeting, the 
debris was removed and utilized in the 
construction of the two large barns now 
in use and the present ampitheatre was 
up and ready for the meeting. The As- 
sociation had pulled off a good meeting 
every season from the start and some 
seasons the second or late meeting have 
been a great success. 


In 1896, Mr. Cremer leased his inter- 
est to C. P. Johnson and with new blood 
in the enterprise another good meeting 
was held in September. On July 4th, 
of the same year, a one-day meeting was 
one of the drawing cards for the big cel- 
ebration. “ ; 

In the winter of 1896, Mr. Williams 
sold his interest in the business to Mr. 
Cremer, who in turn sold to A. A. Kits- 
miller, who devoted all his time to the 
breeding business and A. M. Utterback 
was now alone in the business so far 
as holding the meetings were concern- 
ed, and pulled off the largest meeting in 
the history of the track. This. demon- 
strated his ability to give good race 
meetings in a small town when cities 
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of from 20,000 to 60,000 could not get 
horses enough for a good one-day meet- 
ing. 


The annual race meetings bring more 
visitors to our city during the week of 
the meeting than all the combined at- 
tractions during the balance of the year. 
It has done more to advertise the town 
than the combined efforts of any Com- 
mercial Clubs or Industrial Exchanges 
could accomplish with a vast outlay of 
time and money. It has gained for 
Hedrick and community a prominence in 
the light harness horse interests. that 
makes it known: from Maine to Californ- 
ia. Meet any stranger away from home 
tell him you are from Hedrick and nine 
times out of ten he will say, “That is 
the town that has the big race meet every 
year.” (The writer knows this to be a 
facts. Back in 1904, when I came down 
from my room in a hotel in Vancouver, 
B. C., the clerk asked, “Is your name Beck 
from Hedrick, Iowa?” On informing 
him that that was correct, he replied, “I 
was in your town once at the races.” He 
remembered something about the place 
where he stayed; in those days the hotels 
could only accomodate a part of the huge 
crowd, so every one with any available 


rooms took what they could, and after 
describing it, I decided it must have been 
the home of Dr. J. W. Porter near the 
Memorial Park. (Burned while occupied 
by Dr. John Patterson) and when I 
mentioned the name “Porter,” the clerk 
replied, “That was the place.”) 


Two or three days of each meeting, 
special trains from Ottumwa, Cedar Rap- 
ids, Oskaloosa, Burlington and Peoria, 
poured thousands of visitors into the 
town for a day or two of outing. 


A report of the 1896 meeting held 
August 25 to 28 reads — “As a whole, 
the meeting proved to be the best ever 
held by the Association. The “Western 
Horseman” said, “Last week the most 
conspicuous racing in the United States 
was at Hedrick, Iowa and_ Readville, 
Mass. At the former place, nine heats 
were won at 2:10 or better and Ruben- 
stein again went a third heat in 2:05. At 
Readville, eight heats in 2:10 or better. 
All in all the month of August was truly 
a record breaker in the number of fast 
heats trotted and paced.” 


The Hedrick Kite track continued to 
draw crowds until the summer of 1900, 
when it was discontinued. 
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Celebrations Attract Crowds 


In the early days, Hedrick drew large 
crowds at their celebrations. Especially 
was this true of the Fourth of July. Be- 
fore the day of autos, people would drive 
for miles in buggies, farm wagons or on 
horseback to be present. These were 
always held-in the Fifth Street Park, or 
as was formerly known, “The Celebra- 
tion Grounds,” where we had refresh- 
ment stands, public speaking, band con- 


certs, fireworks at night and occasionally 
a baloon ascension. Everybody went 
home in the evening tired but satisfied. 
An outlay of fifty cents produced more 
real fun in those days that $10.00 would 
today. 


Other celebrations were equally suc- 
cessful. On the town’s 26th anniversary 
in August 1908, one of the biggest ever 
staged was held. From the write-up at 
the time we copy — 


“If any other town in this country 
is able to pull off such a successful event 
as the 26th Anniversary of the founding 
of Hedrick, barbeque and home-coming 
day, as was celebrated here Thursday, 
it has carefully concealed the fact. The 
success of the affair surprised everyone 
present, whether they were from Hed- 
rick or not. Even the most sanguine of 


workers for the event were amazed when > 


it was concluded. The exercises in the 
morning, the barbeque and the parade 
excelled the expectations of everyone. 
The town was beautifully decorated 
throughout. Most of the residences 


showed more or less of the yellow and 
red bunting, and all the business houses 
were decorated, some of them beautifully. 
Main Street was covered with decorations 


and in the center of the square of Main: 


and Second Streets, a huge canopy of 


red, yellow and white was suspended. 
The 54th Regiment Band arrived about 
9 o’clock on the C. M. & St. P. freight 
from Ottumwa, bringing with it about 
200 Ottumwa people. The band march- 


ed down town, with Mayor Philips of 
Ottumwa in the lead, followed by a 
large delegation of Hedrick people, as well 
as the Ottumwa contingent. Every train 


_ Wednesday and Thursday brought in big 


delegations. The band played several 
selections on Main Street then it march- 
ed to Memorial Park. Chairman W. H. 
Young called the assembly to order, and 
the Rev. L. C. Clark of Iowa City deliv- 
ered the invocation. Mayor Kirkpatrick 
in a short speech presented the “Key” to 
the town to the guests, it being a large 
wooden key some four feet long, the 
emblematic sign that everything belongs 
to the visitors. Mayor Philips of Ottum- 
wa responded in a happy vein. Mr. Young 
then presented Congressman D. W. Ham- 
ilton of Sigourney, who spoke eloquent- 
ly for half an hour to an audience that 
was limited only by the carrying power 
of his voice. His address was appropriate 
to the occasion, and it was geneorusly 
applauded by his hearers. Mr. Hamilton 
spoke of the advantages derived. from 
such meetings as this, referring to the 
privations, enterprise and courage of the 
pioneers through whose efforts these 
towns had been built, and the advantages 
made possible for their children. He said 
that the opportunities of today are great- 
er than they were in the early days of 
the country for the man of determination, 
and ability to achieve success. 


Chairman Young, who was one of the 
founders of the town, spoke feelingly of 
its early history when he presented his 
associate in the laying out of the town, 
Sen. J. T. Brooks, who gave a short 
history of the early days here. On ac- 
count of lack of time, Mr. Brooks made ‘ 
his address very brief. Sant Kirkpatrick 
of Greensborough, N. C. who has achieved 
fame in the United States Revenue Serv- 
ice, spoke eloquently of the early days 
here, where he was one of the early 
settlers. He paid tribute to the women 
by whose help so much had been accom- 
plished. | 
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After the conclusion of the speaking 
-the barbeque commenced. Nine quarters 
of beef had been prepared and suspended 
over a bed of charcoal fire Wednesday 
evening. They roasted all night, and at 
noon Thursday were taken to a stand 
near the Park and served free, to all com- 
ers. The quality of the meat and the 
cooking surprised everybody. A _ barbe- 
que, as a rule, means half-cooked meat, 
but in this case, Mr. Dehn of Burlington 
‘succeeded in roasting the meat as well 
as it could have been done in an oven. 
From the way it was disposed of, the 
people had no complaint to make. About 
1:50 in the-afternoon the parade started. 
Of course, Hedrick people are too modest 
to say what they think about it, but vis- 
itors from Oskaloosa, Burlington, Chica- 
go, Cedar Rapids and other towns were 
enthusiastic in their praise. Without ex- 
ceptions, the opinion was that it was sim- 
ply wonderful that a town of Hedrick’s 
size could do such a thing so successfully 
and that it had not been equaled in any 
of the towns of the country. It was im- 
possible to get an exact description of 
the parade with the time allowed, and 
the account below is incomplete, but the 
best obtainable — 


Following was the order: 54th Regi- 
ment Band. Thirteen automobiles owned 
by D. P. McClure of Oskaloosa, B. W. 
Thompson, Ottumwa; W. C. Burnett, Osk- 
aloosa_._ Frank Way, Bussey; J. P. Neal, 
Keota; D. P. McClure, Oskaloosa; J. T. 
Brooks, Hedrick; F. W. Heidenreich, Hed- 
rick; W. L. Larkins, New Sharon; W. D. 
Beatty, Sigourney; Wm. Vinson, Ottum- 
wa; and two machines the owners of 
which we were unable to obtain. 


The machines of Messrs. Brooks and 
Heidenreich were beautifully decorated. 
The latter contained twelve little girls, 
all holding ribbons which led to a large 
eagle perched above the machine. Most 
of the machines were Buicks. 


Next came a “Dog-bologna” factory, 
it was drawn by a traction engine, and 
contained a tread-mill in which a dog was 


working overtime to run the sausage ma- 
chine. The float was prepared by Dwight 
Coy. 


Then came the Glass Martial Band, 
followed by a large elephant, propelled 
apparently on its own legs labeled “G. O. 
P.” furnished by G. W. Storey. 


“New York to Paris” automobile race 
came next, a four cylinder auto of home 
manufacture, pushed by a mule and 
“driven” by C. I.: Eller. 


An exceedingly fat man riding in a 
chariot was identified as C. B. Nelson. 


“Hedrick Am Some” with pictures of 
a lot of pumpkins, was the legend carried 
by a large banner on W. H. Mason’s float. 


A diminutive goat pulling a small boy. 
Morrison Burns in a cart. 


A float of corn in the stalk, showing 
the productiveness of Iowa soil, prepared 
by J. J. Williams and F. J. Martin. 


L. L. Bowlin’s decorated trap. 


“Buster Brown, Mary Jane and Tige” 
were in a float made by Jackson and Son 


and T. W. Terrill, saying “Resolved that 


we thank the people of Hedrick for the 
good time we have had today.” 


P. Kling had a float showing “Little 
Red Riding Hood,” and the wolf being in 
bed while the little. girl acted in the 


legendary fashion of the fable. . 


C. L. Dean & Bro. had a yoke of oxen 
drawing a ‘Prairie Schooner.” Co Abe 
Dean was driving. It was labeled “For 
the West or Bust.” 


The Red Cross wagon was prepared 
by the West Side Ladies, containing 12 
nurses dressed in Red Cross uniforms. 


Holcomb and Co.’s “Red Wing”’ float, 
with Mrs. C. T. Holcomb in Indian garb 
standing beside a wig-wam, while the 
Highland Center orchestra played “Red 
Wing.” 


A clown in a cart. 
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_ Mrs. Terrill’s decorated trap. 
EK. R. Gambell’s decorated trap. 
F. W. Stephenson’s decorated trap. 


Dr. C. L. Eller, Everett Watts and C. 
L. Clossen originated the convict wagon, 
containing local hints as to why they 
were imprisoned. This was followed by 
the Patrol Wagon, by the same persons 
into which the convicts that tried to es- 
cape were. bundled. Jack Stephenson, 
with a revolver as long as he was, acting 
as Policeman and capturing the fugitives. 


Dr. L. Lamb and Smith & Son had “The 
Old Woman In A Shoe” on a large float 
containing a monster shoe and the leg- 
endary children. 


C. B. VanBuskirk’s decorated trap, 
the horse being driven tandem. 


O. C. Stevens miniature trap, nicely 
decorated containing a little girl. 


Dr. R. V. Henry’s float, “The Belle 
of the West” a large structure with a lady 
dressed to represent the part. 


D. M. Bottorff’s burlegue band of boys. 


Mrs. H. A. Watt’s float, “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” with all the characters of the 
book in costume. 


Torrence Reynolds in a_ beautifully 
decorated sleigh. 


| Redmon Bros. float with an old fash- 
ioned “Hoe Down” dance in full swing. 


B. F. Hart and F. M. Godfrey had an 
“Old Times” float containing a number 
of old people in old cosutmes, while W. 


H. Crande] played “Auld Lange Syne” on 


a violin. 


“Maypole Dance” in costume, a large 
float made by Mesdames VanBuskirk, 
Parrott, Crawford and Bowlin. 


Cuddy & Miller’s gigantic float with a 
little girl representing “Hedrick In 1882” 
and Mrs. Miller, on the extreme top of the 
structure as “Hedrick in 1908.’ ‘The 


decorations on this float were very strik- 
ing. 


The First National Bank’s procession 
of 18 red “Booster Boys” boosting through 
megaphones. 


“The Cowgirls,” 27 in number in cos- 
tumes on horseback. 


Twenty-four “Cowboys” in costume 
on horseback. 


Lawyer ‘“‘Marks.” 
M. F. Broadwell’s decorated trap. 


Three Ministers in a decorated carr- 
lage. 

R. C. Swope’s float showed “Hiawatha” 
besides his canoe peering into the dis- 
tance. 


John Lawson, Jr., in his decorated 


trap. 


“The Whole Dam Family,” represent- 
ing the famous cartoon by C. L. Cecil. 


Capps Bros. float, “The Lillies,’ show- 
ed 14 girls dressed in Lily costumes. 


F. A. Dellinger’s automobile, “23 for 
the West.” 


John Anderson’s decorated trap. 


L. D. May’s burlesque, “The Junior 


54th Regiment Band.” 


Hedrick State Bank’s “Eagle’s Nest,” 
a high pyramid, with a nest of sticks. on 
top, with a large Eagle standing up- 
right with wings extended over several 
little girls in the nest. 


Two ladies on horseback. 


J. A. Wray’s float, “Uncle Tom’s Cab- 
in” with Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Crayton and 
their two little sons seated by the cabin 
eating watermelon. 


A float of 56 East Side Girls. 


A burlesque of the Hedrick Band by 
the baseball team. 
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C. L. Cecil’s “Maud, Si and Mirandy,” 
in which Maud was driving a wagon with 
wheels 12 feet high, while Si was perched 
on high, Mirandy followed with a wheel- 
barrow and picked Si up when he fell 
from his perch, which he frequently did. 


W. O. Cudy’s “Goddess of Agricult- 
ure,” a beautiful float, the name of which 
explains the idea on which it was con- 
structed. 


C. L. Cecil’s “Cupid’s Darts Miss Few 
Hearts” was a striking float with a little 
boy dressed as Cupid with wings and tra- 
ditional costume. 


L. D. May’s’ beautifully decorated 
chariot driven by Mrs. May. 


The Hedrick State Bank’s “Little Bo 
Peep” in traditional costume on a large 
float, including the sheep. 


Twenty-two boys and girls on horse- 
back. 


W. O. Cuddy’s float, “The Race is not 
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong,” 
showing the fabled tortoise, ridden by a 
little girl, while the hare, also driven by 
a little girl, was a short distance behind. 


Nine “Merry Widows” on a large float, 
their huge hats completely covering it. 


Frank McCoy’s “Sunflowers” in which 
the flowers were painted on cloth, but 
the center of each flower was composed 
of a black-faced boy. 


Nineteen men and women on horse- 
back, dressed in Continental costumes, 


representing George and Martha Wash- 
ington and other persons of Revolution- 
ary times. 


Nine bicycle boys. 


The parade ended at the fairgrounds, 
where the ball game was played between 
the East and the West, the East side 
Winning by a score of 2 to 5. Players on 
the West side were: Max McVey, Jack 
Stephenson, J. J. Williams, Robert Shaw, 
F. J. Martin, Everett Watts, Wm. Handle- 
man, T. W. Terrill and Leslie Chase. On 
the East side were: Max Duke, J. Scholey, 
Fred Utterback, B. Scholey, Harry Watts, 
G. W. Harkins, G. F. Martin, Arthur 
Bottorff and F. H. Tinsley. The game 
was witnessed by the largest crowd ever 
to attend in Hedrick. Following this was 
the Tug-o-war and foot races, and in 
the evening at 8 o’clock the 54th Regi- 
ment Band, under the direction of Prof. 
B. O. Worrell, gave a very fine concert 
including such numbers as “William 
Tell,’ “Il Travatore,” ‘Cavalleria Rust- 
icana” and “Invitation to the Dance.” The 
band was very generous with its music, 
playing more that was even necessary. 
The music was of good quality, trash be- 
ing taboo. 


It was estimated that there were from 
800 to 1000 people in the parade and 400 
to 500 horses. The procession was about 
two miles long. Everyone able to do so 
that had ever lived in Hedrick was here 
Thursday. The general committee in 
charge of the celebration was: L. L. Bow- 
lin, Chairman; R. V: Henry; C.-C. ‘Ceeil; 
and G. W. Harkins. 
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Chautauqua Featured In Early Entertainment 


In the entertainment field, Hedrick 
people were well taken care of; first in 
the lecture courses and later in chautauq- 
ua 


In October 1900, School Superintend- 
ent John E. Foster and = E. E. Phelps 
organized a group of citizens who agreed 
to guarantee $200.00 for four numbers 
during the winter season. This contin- 
ued each year until the year 1907, when 
Hedrick had its first Chatauqua, start- 
ing July 30th. 


As with the lecture course, it was 
necessary for local citizens interested, to 
sign a guarantee with the Redpath- 
Vawter Co., each year in advance. Sea- 
son tickets were $1.50 and if the writer 
remembers correctly, the guarantee was 
for 800 tickets or $1200. At the close of 
this first session, it was the’ general 
opinion that it was the greatest ‘series of 
entertainments that Hedrick had ever 
enjoyed. Among the numbers on this 
first program were: Congressman J. 
Adam Bede, of Duluth, Minnesota; Judge 
Ben B. Lindsay of the Juvenile Court of 
Denver; The Royal Hungarian Orchestra; 
and the Sterling Jubilee Singers. At the 
close of the program Sunday afternoon, 
the Rev. W. G. Wilson, L. Dudgeon, G. W. 
Storey, Wade Kirkpatrick, J. J. Williams, 


L. L. Bowlin and T. D Cuddy. spoke, re-- 


garding next year’s Chautauqua; and at 


the evening program, L Dudgeon again 
spoke and the required number of. tick- 
ets were secured. 

The 1908 program included Richard P. 
Hobson, the hero of the Merrimac; the 
Ohio Male Quartet; Warren G. Harding, 
Congressman from Ohio; and F. Parks 
Cadman of Brooklyn, New York. Talent 
in later years included Bishop Wm. A. 
Quayle, Senator Robert M. LaFollett, 
William Jennings Bryan and many others 
of national fame. 

In music, some of the best bands in 
the country: John €. Webers, Thaviau’s 
and Kryl’s. In 1919, the first airplane 
ever to land in Hedrick (as the writer 
remembers) was one of the attractions. 
Chautauqua remained the greatest enter- 
tainment attraction of the year until 
1928, when, through lack of interest, 
after 21 years, it was discontinued. One 
year the quarantors had to make up the 
shortage amounting to $17.50. for each 
singer. The contracts were continued 
with the Redpath-Vawter Co. until the 
last two or three years, when a Des Moin-- 
es Co. furnished a five-day program. 

Chautauqua was very popular all over 
the country, Fairfield, Ottumwa, Oska- 
loosa, Sigourney and other towns having 
annual programs. The Redpath-Vawter 
Co. said at the time that Hedrick was 
the smallest town in their entire circuit 
supporting a seven day Chautauqua. 


The First Auditorium 


In 1903-04 the town was badly in need 
ofa Public Hall. The lecture course 
numbers, political meetings and other 
such gatherings had to be held in the 
churches. 

When the new Methodist Church was 
built in 1905, the old building was for 
sale. A company of citizens decided to 
remedy the situation and bought this 
building and moved it to the lot on the 
corner of Park and Third Streets for 
such use. A basement was put under 
it with furnace heat and a stage erected 


at the south end of the building. The 
men interested in the enterprise were: 
G. W. Harkins, M. F. Broadwell, J. T. 
Brooks, F. H. Tinsley, L..D. May, Ritter 
& Dudgeon, D E. Beck, R. S. Martin and 
Sons, L. L. Bowlin, F. W. Heidenreich, 
D. C. Olive, B. D. Mowery, Dr. C. L., 
Eller, T. D. Cuddy and Son and Dare and 
Miller. The building served for school, 
entertainments, lecture courses, political 
meetings, shows and concerts for a num- 
ber of years. The management was hand- 
led by the Stockholders. 
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- Two Phones Establish First Telephone System 


The first telephone in Hedrick was in 


1895, when a line was constructed be-: 


tween the Speck and Sechrist store and 
the B. & W. depot. The writer well re- 
members sometime later while at the 
depot alone, this ’phone rang and with 
fear and trembling, the receiver was re- 
moved from the hook to see what would 
happen. (The above newspaper account 
names the Speck and Sechrist store as the 
up-town connection, but as the writer 
remembers it was located in the J. C. 
Burns store, (now occupied by the Hed- 
rick Variety and Appliance Store) as Mr. 
Burns was Agent for the Adams Express 
Co. and the telephone was primarily for 
his convenience.) 


The present Hedrick telephone com- 
pany was completed in September 1900, 
and started operating Monday, October 
first; the central office being located in 
the room over the Hedrick State Savings 
Bank. . Twenty-four hour service was 
given, Miss Mamie LinpJay as day oper- 
ator and Dr. C. L. Eller as night operator. 


The first 57 subscribers were: Dr. H. 
QO. Allen, office; D. M. Anderson, store; 
W. O. & C. O. Bowen store; C. O. Bowen 
residence; L. L. Bowlin store and resi- 
pence; J 1... Brooks: resigerice; ©.7. °C. 
Burns store and residence; B. & W. De- 
pot; Central House; Commercial Hotel; 
L. B. Cremer residence; D. B. Downey 
Meat Market; Duke & Akerman Store; 
H. E. Duke residence; Dr. W. W. East- 


burn office and residence; Dr. C. L. Eller 
office; First National Bank; J. M. Fleen- 
er Livery Barn; L. R. Fleener residence; 
J. C. Foster residence (40); J. S. Fryer 
Store; Furstenberg & Rosenbaum Saloon; 


C. J. Hagan residence and Lumber Off- 
ice; F. W. Heidenreich Tile Factory; Dr. 
J. D. Henry office and residence; F. W. 
Hults residence; Journal Office (1); H. 
H. Kenny residence; Marshall’s Office; 


R. S. Martin residence; Mrs. Belle May 
residence; Mayor’s Office; J. A. Mc Kel- 
vey Saloon and residence; W. C. McWill- 
iams Store; Phelps and May Store; Rand 
Lumber Co. office; Ritter & Dudgeon 
Store; F. W. Ritter residence; R. L. Scott 
residence; Dr. W. E. Shaffer office and 
residence; Rev. A. T. Shortess residence; 


M. Smith Store; D. Snakenberg residence; 
C. M. Speck residence; Stephenson and 
Connelly Store; M. E. Snyder residence; 
Union Depot (68); A. M. Utterback res- 
idence; R. Weller Store and W. H. Young 
residence. It will be noted from above 


that three of the original numbers as- 
signed are still in use: J. C. Foster, the 
Journal Office and Union Depot. Short- 
ly after starting operations, the Hedrick 
Co. bought the line extending from Mar- 


tinsburg and Competine of Dr. Sherlock, 
Dr. Henry and L. Dudgeon, giving con- 
nections to those points. (Since the above 
was writen, the Iowa-Illinois Telephone 
Co., present owners of the exchange have 
installed dial phones, summer of 1954.) 


First Newspaper In 1883 


The first venture in Journalism in 
Hedrick was made by C. L. Morehouse, 
who brought a printing outfit to Hedrick 
and issued the ‘Hedrick Enterprise,” in 
March 19, 1883. At that time there was 
not much town here, but the inhabitants 
of the place were most optomistic of the 
future, as will be noticed by the state- 
ments made by the Enterprise from time 
to time. The paper was not a very at- 
tractive one in appearance typographic- 


ally, but was probably up to the stand- 

ards of country newspapers at the time. 
It consisted of eight pages, five columns 
to the page, with four pages printed in 
Chicago, a “patent inside.” In his first 
edition, Mr. Morehouse states that “One 
of the greatest needs in building up a 
new town is a newspaper. In fact no 
new town in this day and age can poss- 
ibly make a rapid growth without the 
aid of a newspaper to herald over the 
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country the great advantages the town 
has to offer to all who may be wanting to 
emigrate to a new business point, or to 
a place to make a new home and grow 
up with the town.” The first issue of 
the Enterprise contained advertisements 
for the following: Dr. J. W. Porter, Dr. 
S. C. Newell, Joseph Merryfield, Loans 
& Insurance, S. W. McVey, Prop., the 
Hedrick House, Minor McVey, City De- 
livery and Express Line, C. A. Davis and 
Co., Painters, Kilgore & Seger Builders, 
S. F. Robinson, Coal Yard, Robinson Co., 
Hardware, Hicks & Durfy, Dry Goods, 
DeMarc & Co. Lumber P. Englediner, 
Drugs, S. J. Adams, Blacksmith, D. M. 
Reed, Wagon Shop, F. D. Hix, builder, 
Val Han, Builder, Bank of Hedrick, Mc- 
Williams & Goldthwaite, Footwear, Hag- 
an Bros. Lumber & Implements, W. W. 
Hagan, Drugs. 


_The Enterprise tells of the wide radius 
from which Hedrick merchants are draw- 
ing trade, and tells of the building being 
done. Considerable scrapping between 
the Enterprise and the Richland Clarion 
Was carried on, especially as to the vol- 
ume of business being done by the two 
towns. The Enterprise editor remarked: 
“We want it understood that we are go- 
ing to stick to the truth. Hedrick has 
one building and a half that their con- 
struction cost more actual wealth than 
the entire village of Richland and Hedrick 
parties have contracted for the erection 
of two buildings, to be completed before 
snow flies that will have used up a great- 
er amount of lucre when completed than 
all the buildings in Richland Township. 
For everybody to know, Hedrick mer- 
chants sell more goods in a week than 
Richland does in twenty, we mention 
the fact that the services of 17 able bod- 
ied men and 11 full grown boys, large 
for their size, is required to receive freight 
consigned to our merchants at the de- 
pot.” This ought to have held the Clar- 
ion man for awhile. 


The first celebration was on July 4, 
1885. D. Snakenberg, J. H. Waugh, W. W. 
Hagan, W. C. McWilliams and S. F. Rob- 


inson were appointed as a committee on 
arrangements. In the issue of Decem- 
ber 8, 1883, the Enterprise commends 
the work of J. T. Brooks, as Sireet Com- 
missioner. The editor finally says that 
he is convinced that there will have to 
be a change in businessmen before the 
town amounts to anything, and the paper 
changed hands. Mr. Morehouse sold out 
to the Hedrick Printing Co., composed of 
J. T. Brooks and W. H. Young. UH. E. 


Greeley was installed as Editor and Mr. 
Morehouse says he willingly retires, his 
stay having been “More pleasant than 
profitable.” In 1884 at the July Fourth 
Celebration, Henry Clay Dean was the 
noted speaker. The engagement of Mr. 
Dean caused a large crowd to come to 
the celebration and caused considerable 
kicking on the part of Martinsburg 
people, who saw their accustomed crowd 
sadly diminished by the superior attrac- 


tion ofered at Hedrick that day. In the 
issue of June 18, 1885, it was announced 
that Mr. Greeley had severed his con- 
nection with the Enterprise and that J. T. 
Brooks had taken charge of the editorial 
part of the work. From this time on, 
political matters received more and 
abler attention in the Enterprise, the spir- 
it of the editorial work was always en- 
thusiastic in upbuilding the town. 


At about this time, the “Martinsburg 
Journal” was started by H. E. Greeley, 
and from that time on there was plenty 
of scrapping between the two publica- 
tions. 


In those days, the “Ottumwa Press” 
was in its glory, and its articles were, as 
a rule, founded on nothing. “The Indus- 
trial Appeal,” published in Ottumwa, put 
out a bit of humor in the way of a sup- 
posititious correspondence from Hedrick 
to the Press. Its nonsense and untruth- 
fulness was thoroughly in spirit with 
the Press’ usual style. It was as follows— 


“We learn from our voracious corres- 
pondent at Hedrick, that-Miss Olive San- 
born, young society lady of that place, 
is a heroine of a daring act. She was 
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26 EARLY DAYS 
standing in front of the Post Office, when 
suddenly a run-away team hitched to a 
wagon came dashing down the street at 
a terrific rate. The moment Miss San- 
born saw them she leaped to the middle 
of the street at a single bound, seized the 
maddened team by the bits, planting her 
feet firmly on the ground, with her toes 
turned slightly out, and threw the team 
high in the air. As they came down she 
again seized them by the bridles, one in 
each hand, and swinging the heavy, half- 
crazed beasts around on each side of her, 
like the arms of a windmill, one striking 
on its side while the other was in the air, 
with a dull hollow thud like the sound 
of two pile drivers at work together and 
striking alternately. Some 25 or 40 min- 
utes of this treatment served to bring 
the frightened and infuriated beasts to a 
halt and calmed them so much that they 
both lay flat on their backs, gasping for 
breath. Miss Sanborn then stepped back 
to the Post Office and inquired for mail 
in a calm tone of voice and captivating 
smile. Pieces of the wagon which broke 
loose when the young lady jerked the 
horses into the air, continued to fall for 
over an hour.” 


In the spring of 1899, R. S. Martin 
purchased the Enterprise and moved the 


IN HEDRICK 


Martinsburg Journal plant to Hedrick, 
combining the two papers under the name 
of The Hedrick Journal. Since that 
time, in 1896, W. G. Hicks established 
The Hedrick Herald. After operating 
about three months, the publication was 
suspended, and the outfit sold to Sigour- 
ney parties and moved to that town. 
The same year, J. H. Funk moved the 
Richland Herald here and conducted it 
for some time and then suspended pub- 
lication. The plant was sold to S. H. 
Sperry, who published it for some time 
and then sold it to W. E. Sherlock and, 
after several months, he sold it to a Mr. 
Walker, who also issued the Herald for 
some time and then suspended. 


R. S. Martin and his two. sons, W. D. 
and C. J. continued the publication until 
1900 under the name of R. S. Martin and 
Sons, when R. S. retired. W. D. Martin 
left in 1909 for Frederick, Oklahoma, 
where he purchased the Frederick Lead- 
er. C. J. Martin continued until Janu- 
ary 1, 1933, when the plant was leased 
to Glen F. Redfern. of Sigourney, who 
continued until January 1, 1934. Alvan 
B. and Ralph E. Jones took up the lease 
then and continued until the fall of 1939, 
when Ralph E. Jones, present publisher, 
purchased the business from C. J. Martin. 


First School Too Small for Rapidly Growing Town 


Before Hedrick started, District No. 8 
school house occupied the corner on 
Sixth Street, now the home of Mrs. Alice 
Stroud. This was too small at the end 
of the first year to take care of the rapid- 
ly growing town. A building owned by 
‘Tom Shaw, standing on the first lot 
north of the present State Theatre, a two 
story structure, was Hedrick’s first town 
school. The second floor was used for 
a skating rink for a while previously. 
The first teachers were J. B. Krout (Later 
Dr. Krout) second floor; and Miss Mae 
Broadhead, first floor. Miss Broadhead 
later became the wife of Henry Wallace, 
father of the once Secretary of Agricult- 
ure, in Washington. Another teacher was 


D. T. Stockman or Mrs. Stockman (one 
report gives it Mr., the other Mrs.) This 
building was used until the brick school 
building was built (the first brick build-— 
ing in Hedrick.) In 1883, the town voted 
to erect this new building at a cost of 
$3500.00 This was no small task in a 
town of a few hundred and its future 
problematic. The two first floor rooms 
were used at first but soon became 
crowded and the second floor was com- 
pleted and put in use. In a few years 
this building became too small and the 
old Hedrick Normal building was rented 
for the use of the high school. This 
arrangement continued until 1903, when 
the new building was completed on the 


be ot sgRiq.. (gars, ray 

( Salt cebitg & q ow! offf goiciehy 

fei} . yoni Agn'ti air fe 
beriziidsi29 adel 2. .W OUST. <— 

Qhiisisqo tSitA> blero 2 Ade 

new reolhnotiing ott jodlpors oatlt tyude 
~<su0yie 01 flee Aiwa onlt hon .bohasdaun 
fiwot tecti oot povor. bug eohaaep appt 
ont boven dau OL CORI See oat 
% bepvbaos. baa sited bierotl bratifoatt 
-fog. Debotiqeude «ocd! bees seit. gaia A0F 
Ho. of fee aaw freky oT 
ort srnne 108 4. hoedaildug atw vrs 
bog wotiede «FON of 3! bier med) Boe 
Mw OF 1 Bloe elf anton Tetdvee warts 
tot Blew on) boued sis odw pogtieW 
Jhebrtiogae ceth Die onitt shod 


GQ OW 2tic2 ows eid bas aise) 2 7 
ligt noitevildwa ost Bovriifaés..&..Dd bat 
bas msisM.c 4 to sme gat dba O00! 
niiteM 4. WW bse: 2st cere 
heastelat)?  alolie bid qt GOEL ni: sit 
-Dioul » ition A. oul + besgorts rw 3a suede 
“week dite: begat! 16 altel ot 2S * te 
baggol 2nw taehy off pedwe SbCl ft ete, 
ow vonwmoRie to nietbet 4. 1elp 6 
neviA  .dfet Uo weasel ienw bouniatio 
opaal sult qu Ant bono Ao tigiee fete val 
@EVl 2 isl sdk ditnu Dowadreds’ bits ast 
‘Mile taceoug: ono. 0. doled acl 
MMEM L .O.enbvi ceecigud a hovaidansy 


Reine) Lae 


wiinine, amo preoke 8 to oh oalil | 


us ot} ni gow r9ddo off alidoe Shia 
bauoe of! off twat weiter Mb — 
hts asdlogod iow te piintn a Nasoltnd + lo 
-Hing OF «+ 28 acted aaa 
waiid of hove irene vid? Yo astu 
8 Of eizcod bateruwini, bas baneiigint ony 
vad! jad) dower oe raed? be. bas fed 
1 Ynidesy dead visit no def ysl fled 
xoag Loge ste nad ‘ei ~~ sno 
lisa aot boxvinpti fae eo oily ot 
oatiBvilge brig. Gor6Vv bgp ool avigo & al 
vdord doiiw aoysw sdf Ae aagett = -sfirna 
wl feast ybet gnooyv-enl motw Seoof 
iit iat a banca a edt ota sector 
oaiy Saisod a8 1999 


‘pitmM 2 a 
tn hl eins Sa 


nwoT gaiword yWhiqnA wt Tare oa foods? teil 


om) nenlocta. ell io nemesorg st 
gid? (aa tad26. ods Mi i eavig Togas 
foodsa wowed ant Wini boa daw nitibl ie 
~bliud aod teri 23) tind eéyr anibligt 
boiov awit) of) 2081 al Caowiel al asi 
to $209 6 Ya Binblind wart det jaa 
Smt Hast eo on cow a eg He 
wit <i bes bevboud wet 2 Je awit 
amine? soul? teil ows fT Mikes lion 
pee wel Kid f2P tn hoe s16w 
ie Ye fe nado old 18 bebwor 


AGM totter | 
ag TSayO> a 


mT 


EARLY DAYS 


. 


IN HEDRICK 27 


sg Sas et RETR Be 


The Old Hedrick Normal School Building, Built in 1890 
Located on East Second Street 


present site of our high school at a cost 
of $7,000.00 This cost did not include 
the cost of completing the second floor 
rooms, which were finished later. This 
building burned in 1918 and the present 
building was completed at a cost of ap- 
proximately $90,000.00 The new gym- 
nasium was completed in 1951 at a cost 
of slightly over $75,000.00. 


Professor W. O. Mullin, about 1898, 
conceived the idea that Hedrick would 
be a good town in which to locate a 
Normal School. After considerable dis- 
cussion he interested a number of citi- 
zens in the proposition.. Monday even- 
ing, August 4, 1890, the subscribers to 
such a school met and selected the first 
Board of Directors. They were: D. 
Snakenberg, W. C. McWilliams, F. W. 
Heidenreich, W. O. Mullin and John Mor- 
rison. The following evening they or- 
ganized with John Morrison, president; 
D. Snakenberg, secretary; J. T. Brooks 
treasurer. The first session of the new 
_ school named The Hedrick Normal School 
and Commercial Institute, occurred Tues- 
day, September 2, 1890. 


The account at the time reads — 
“The bad weather kept many from com- 
ing the first morning who will attend, 
but the enrollment the first day was 
about 50. Five states were represented 
by the students. The President thinks 


the enrollment can be increased to 100 
by the opening of the fall term. The 
faculty is composed of ladies and gentle-. 
men, who are fully competent to teach 
in any college. W. O. Mullin, president; 
A. N. Hirons, Miss Nellie Flitner, Mrs. L. 
F. Mullin, C. A. Alexander, Clarence 
Graham, and Miss Addie Chidester. The 
school opens at 9:40 a.m. and the last 
recital closes at 7:40 p.m. Subjects 
taught were: preparatory, teachers, scien- 
tific, literary, commercial training, mus- 
ic, art, telegraphy, shorthand and type- 
writing. During the second term the 
enrollment had increased to 78. Lyman 
A. Vest was later employed to teach 
music as was Prof. J. Scheiwe, who taught 
painting, music and German. In 1894, 
Prof. Scheiwe received the first prem- 
ium on oil paintings, crayon and charcoal 
work at the State Fair, the cash premi- 
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ums amounting to $169.00. This school 
continued until about 1896 or ’97 and 
turned out a large number of successful 
graduates. 


In the Agency Corner of May, 1936, a 
comparison was made of the schools of 
the early days and the present excellent 
facilities offered the children in the fine 
plant we operate, transportation to and 
from school, hot lunches at noon, and 
the many other advantages unknown of 
then. From this item we copy — 


“Our schools closed last week when 
twenty-two young men and women were 


graduated from our Hedrick High School. - 


This is only one of several high schools 
in the county. It requires quite a 
stretch of the imagination when we com- 
pare the first school with what we have 
at present. The first school in the coun- 
ty was taught by James McKinney, the 
winter of 1842-43, at a school house built 


to suit the times about three miles north- 
east of Richland near Rocky Run. The 
building was made of round logs, the 
spaces between them chinked and then 
daubed with mud. About five feet 
from the west wall on the inside, and 
about five feet high, another log was 
placed, running clear across the building. 
Puncheons were fixed on this log and on 
the west wall on which the chimney was 
built. Fuel could then be used of any 
length not greater than the width of the 


’ constituted the writing desk. 


building and when it was burned through 
in the middles, the two ends were crowd- 
ed together: in this manner the necessity 
of so much wood chopping was avoided. 

There was no danger of burning the 
floor as there was none. The seats 
were made of stools or benches construct- 
ed by splitting a log, hewing off the 
splinters from the flat side, and then 
putting four pegs into it from the round 
side for legs. The door was made of 
clapboards. On either side a piece of 
one log was cut out and over the aper- 
ture was pasted greased paper which 
answered for a window. Wooden pins 
were driven into the log running length- 
wise immediately beneath the window, 
upon which was laid a board, and this 
The school 
District in which this wonderful structure 
stood extended from the east part of the 
county to the Jackson township line, and 
from Skunk river on the north as far 
south as one could see. Since the day 
of school tax levies, the people are a 
little more definite in defining their sub- 
districts... These early school were’ sub- 
scription schools; the teacher boarded 
around, staying one night at one house, 
the next at another. The pay was us- 
ually $1.50 per pupil for a three month 
term, one-third to be paid at the end 
of each month, either in cash or ‘‘making 
rails” at the: customary price. School 
was to start when twenty pupils were 


- signed. 


Hedrick Has Had Several Secret Societies 


Secret societies seemed to be much 
more popular in the early days than at 
present. At one time, Hedrick had the 
following: Garfield Masonic Lodge and 
the G. A. R., were both organized in 1886; 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; the 
Knights of Phythias; Modern Woodmen 
of America; Daughters of Rebekah; Wood- 
men of the World; Modern Brotherhood 
of America; Rathbone Sisters; and the 
Order of Eastern Star. 


The Grand Army of the Republic (J. 
M. Hedrick Post) differed from all others, 
instead of adding to their membership, 


- the number decreased each year as the 


old soldiers answered the last call. The 
post was very active for a number of 
years in arranging for the Memorial Day 
observance and on Memorial Sunday at- 
tended the services in a body. Of the 
above, the Masonic and the Eastern Star 
are the only one represented here at 
present. 
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Railroad Service Good In Early Days 


One of the most notable changes in 
the town in the last fifty years is the 
railroads. Back in 1906, we had twenty- 
two daily except Sunday trains and eight 
Sunday passenger trains. For several 
years, Pullman Sleeping cars operated 
through Hedrick daily, Des Moines to 
Chicago on the Burlington; Marion to 
Kansas City on the Milwaukee; and 
Minneapolis to St. Louis, on the Iowa 
Central (Now the M. & St. L.) via Oska- 
loosa, Hedrick, Ottumwa and the Wabash. 
The latter train was known as the “Ves- 
ibule,” as the space between the sleeping 
cars was enclosed. In addition to the 
regular schedules mentioned above, a 
number of “Extras” were run. The writer 
remembers while working the night shift 
at the Union Depot in 1904 of checking 
one busy twenty-four hour period, when 
fifty trains passed on the two roads. 
Special excursion trains and excursion 
rates were offered frequently; especially 
was this true of the B. & W. (The Narrow 
Gauge). Near Skunk river railroad 
bridge at Coppock, there used to be a 
nice picnic ground. If you were going 
to have a family reunion and wanted 
something extra, if enough people were 
interested, the B. & W. would run an 
excursion train, starting whenever you 
desired and returning likewise, the round 
trip fare, seventy-five cents. Both the 
B. & W: and the Iowa Central would 


also run round trip excursions to Keokuk 
or Ft. Madison, using the train to the 
river, Keithsburg or Burlington, and then 
a boat. 


In 1901, the Epworth League of Oska- 
loosa to Winfield, sponsored such a trip. 
The writer was working at Pekin at the 
time and it was necessary to order tickets 
in advance, covering both train and 
boat. Not thinking there would be over 
a dozen or so that would go, I ordered 
25 tickets, but: as they were specially 
printed in lots of 100, I was furnished 


this number. When the train pulled out 
about six or seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, I just had three tickets left. As I 
remember, there were six or seven Stan- 
dard Coaches on Narrow Gauge trucks on 


the train. They swayed to and fro con- 
siderably, but everybody had a good time 
and returned safely about midnight. If 
I remember right, the round trip fare was 
two dollars. 


The Narrow Gauge was changed to 
Standard Gauge on Sunday, June 2, 1902, 
the work being completed in one day. 
Nearly one thousand men were used to 
make the change, working under diffi- 
culties as it rained nearly all day. This 
line was abandoned November 1, 1934. 
The only passenger service through Hed- 
rick at present is Missouri Transit buses. 


The Old Sycamore Tree 


From the Agency Corner, 1942 — 
“The recent sleet storm damaged a num- 
- ber of trees about town, among them the 
old Sycamore on the town lot just east 
of the Town Hall, which lost a number 
of branches. ‘This fine tree, which now 
measures about nine feet in circumfer- 
ence at the base and has attained a 
heighth of about 60 feet, has been a silent 
witness to many changes in the old home 
town: electric lights, the water system, 
paved streets, erection of many buildings, 


and the destruction of many others. 
Thousands of school children have walked 
under its boughs to and from school; 
some of the first ones are now grandpar- 
ents, for the old Sycamore has been on 
duty for over fifty years. In 1890 or 
91, Horace Williams found this tree on 
Skunk river, north of town, and, being 
of a rather unkown variety to him, and 
small enough to be pulled up by the 
roots, he brought it to town and set it 
on the spot it now occupies. Had the 
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little tree been able to think, little would 
it have dreamed of the day when thous- 
ands of automobiles would drive by it 
to one horse, or when airplanes would 
roar overhead at 200 miles an hour al- 


most daily, for then there were no auto-— 


mobiles, only the business sections of 
cites were paved, likely as much paving 
in our county now as there was in the 
entire state then. It would have requir- 
ed two good men to have kept the aver- 
age farm team from running away had 
they been driven out amongst the ‘“no- 
pusha-no-pulla-runna-like h--]” 
ery on the average farm and_ country 
road now. The internal combustion en- 
gine as used on tractors, autos, corn pick- 
ers, etc. were still in the future, as were 
short dresses (for girls of 50) and finger- 
nail paint. If the old Sycamore stands 
another 50 years, what will it see?” 


machin- 


From the Journal of 1905 — “The old 
‘Lone Treee’ standing in the street just 
north of Memorial Park was cut down 
last week, and with its removal, one of 
the landmarks of the plains in early days 
was destroyed. The tree was four feet 
in diameter and probably 75 feet high. 
It was very old and had become some- 


what decayed. C. L. Dean, who owns 
the property just north of it, feared that 
a wind might cause the tree to fall and 
damage his house and asked the Council 
to remove it. W. A. Dellinger offered 
to remove the tree for the wood and per- 
mission was granted. This tree was a 
guiding point for the traveler over the 
plains in the early days of westward em- 
igration, when there were no established 
highways, and was well known as being 
near Waugh’s Point on what is now 
West Second Street in Hedrick, then 
the location of a Tavern, where a travel- 
er usually paused in his journey. Most 
of the travelers crossed the Misssissippi 
river at Keokuk or Burlington on a ferry. 
Those from Keokuk could come west. 
by way of Fairfield, and after leaving 
the timber on Competine Creek, would 
aim for Waugh’s Point by way of Lone 
Tree. Those from Burlington would pass 


HEDRICK 


by Brighton and Richland, and, after 
leaving Rock Creek would aim for the 
Lone Tree. There were no established 
roads, but trails running in every direc- 
tion across the prairie, and without these 
landmarks, the traveler would have stood 
little show of reaching his destination. 
The emigrant, who was guided by the 
Lone Tree was seeking a new and better 
home, and in most cases the hopes were 
realized. In the ’50’s, the trails were 
lined with “Prairie Schooners” drawn by 
lean horses or oxen, with probably other 
cattle or oxen driven by a member of the 
family on foot. The wagon contained 
the family and husehold effects. A camp 
would be made at night. Many of the 
emigrants had barely the means to reach 
their destination, but as a rule, they were 
most optomistic as to the future. 


There are many traditions regarding 
this ‘Lone Tree,’ some of them with foun- 
dation, others without. 


One of these stories is that Kephart, 
the murderer, who was lynched in 1860 
between Batavia and Abingdon, camped 
under this tree when he had the bodies 
of his victims in his wagon. This seems 
to be in error as Kephart on his way to 
Abingdon from Eddyville passed some 
two miles south of where Hedrick now 
stands. 


Although it may have no connection 
with the ‘Lone Tree,” a history of the 
Kephart murders and lynching may be 
of interest in this connection. It seems 
that John Kephart, aged about 70, a 
reputed minister of the Gospel, living 
east of Fairfield, agreed with his wagon 
and two yoke of oxen to move a man by 
the name of Willis, with his wife and 
three children from Missouri to Iowa. 
They were on their way and while at 
camp at noon near the north line of 
Appanoose County, Willis, while eating 
a meal, was suddenly taken sick and 
reaching a house nearby, remained there. 
Kephart refused to wait for his recovery 
and went on with the family, reaching a 
wooded branch near Eddyville that night, 
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where they stopped to camp. Kephart 
had previously learned that Willis had 
several hundred dollars. somewhere 
among his effects in the covered wagon, 
and this aroused his cupidity to that of 
a fiend. The woman was cooking over 
the camp fire, and the children, a girl 
of ten years, a boy of eight and a girl 
yet younger, were playing by the camp 
fire. Kephart approached the woman 
while her back was turned and crushed 
her skull with one blow of a hammer. 
She fell lifeless to the ground. The old- 
est girl sprang to her feet and received 
a blow that killed her instantly. The 
boy was dazed with horror, but the little 
girl started to run. Kephart caught her 
and in spite of her pleadings, he ended 
her life in the same brutal manner. He 
told the terror stricken boy that if he 
stayed right with him and kept out of 
sight under the covers in the wagon he 
would not kill him. Throwing the bod- 
ies of his three victims in the wagon and 
covering them with household goods, 
Kephart hitched up his team and drove 
all night. He came down the Wapello- 
Keokuk County line, south of Waugh’s 
Point, reaching somewhere north of Ash- 
land about daylight. He kept on east 
and about the Wapello-Jefferson County 
line, turned north reaching Cedar Creek 
south of Abingdon about dark. Here he 
camped, keeping the boy closely guarded. 
During the night he took the three bod- 
ies Out and placed them under a pile of 
driftwood in the water. Then he again 
turned south, all the time questioning the 
boy as to where his Mother had put the 
money. The little fellow was unusually 
bright, and seemed to realize that his 
fate was sealed the moment Kephart lo- 
cated the money, that he was spared 
when his mother and sisters were murd- 
ered for the sole purpose of its discovery. 
He kept saying he could not remember, 
and the murderer, presumably thinking 
that his fright would eventually wear off, 
so he could call it to mind, kept him con- 
fined under the canvass cover of the 
wagon. That morning, a farmer was 
out driving up his cattle from a pasture 


along the creek and noticed a part of 
a womans dress skirt at the edge of the 
driftwood floating above the water, Wad- 
ing in to investigate, he was shocked at 
the discovery of the dead bodies. He 
soon called neighbors to the scene and 
the three dead bodies were found. The 
terrible crime was thus revealed, and an 
excited posse started in pursuit, follow- 
ing the trail of the oxen and wagon. Word 
was at once sent to the Sheriff of Jeffer- 
son county, who also joined the posse. 
As Kephart had not gone far before day- 
light, he was easily followed by inquir- 
ies and desctriptions made along the road. 
It seems that he was aimlessly driving 
about with the vague hope of inducing the 
boy to divulge where his Mother had 
hidden the money. He was. overtaken 
in the south part of Jefferson county, 
and, with the team and the little boy was 
taken to Fairfield, where he was placed 
securely in a cell at the jail. After 
positive assurance that the murderer of 
the family would never be able to harm 
him, the boy clearly and lucidly told the 
whole story of the crime in its full de- 
tails, and said that the money was all 
in gold, which his mother had tied up in 
a piece of cotton cloth and dropped in 
a keg of soap that was in the wagon, 
where, upon investigation, it was found. 
The word spread that the murderer had 
been captured and lodged in jail. That 
night, about 150 men from around Ab- 
ingdon and Brookville suddenly appeared, 
bound the jailer, smashed the jail doors 
down with sledge hammers, and soon had 
the wretch in their hands. In was a wild 
and lurid scene, with torches carried by 
men frenzied to demoniac fury by the 
sight so vividly impressed of the innocent 
victims, Tied and rudely thrown into 
the wagon, they drove for miles at a 
breakneck speed for the scene of Kep- 
hart’s last vigil on the bank of Cedar. 
creek. On reaching there, where others 
had hurriedly constructed a gallows, with 
a grave dug at the foot of it, underneath 
the drop, he was carried upon the plat- 
form about ten feet high. The rope 
was then adjusted and he was told to 
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look down into the receptacle he was 
soon to occupy, and if he had anything 
to say, begin. Mute and defiant, he 
stood until the trap was sprung. The 
jeering ceased, and in about thirty min- 
utes the rope was cut. Kephart dropped 


HEDRICK 


to his grave, the dirt thrown over him, 
and soon the lone woods and owls were 
all that was left as witnesses to the death 
of the most cruel murderer on whom 
justice had meted out punishment. 


Leading Industry Was Brick and Tile Works 


Although Hedrick has never been 
known as an industrial city, we have had 
some manufacturing in the days gone by. 


First of all was the Hedrick Brick and 
Tile Works, established in 1884 by F. W. 
Heidenreich. This plant employed a 
number of men and operated from early 
spring until late fall and turned out 
millions of drain tile and building brick. 
The Hedrick territory was supplied and 
in additon hundreds of car loads were 
shipped over a large territory, much of 
which was in competition with other like 
factories, as at that time, Fremont, Mar- 
tinsburg, Packwood, Brighton, Winfield 
and many other towns had like plants, 
but owing to the quality of the Hedrick 
product and the salesmanship of Mr. 
Heidenreich, shipments were made to 
points from the Mississippi river on the 
east, west and north to Marshalltown and 
Eldora. All the brick in early buildings 
in Hedrick were produced by our factory, 
the old school house (now removed), the 
brick buildings on Main Street, as well 
as the Heidenrich residence (the first 
brick residence in Hedrick) were Hedrick 
brick. In an interview with the late 
John Gambell, in 1935, he told me that 
all the brick for the first school house 
and he thought those of the Palmer & 
Bowen and Masonic Lodge building were 
burned in a huge kiln at one time. He, 
together with Ben I. Stevens, unloaded 
five cars of coal before the burning was 
started and then hauled continuously 
from Monday morning until the follow- 
ing Sunday evening to complete the 
burning. The above mentioned was the 
first brick business building in Hedrick. 


From Agency Corner items of 1894 — 
“A cigar factory is something that has 


been much talked of as an enterprise 
that could be madé successful here, and 
the actual start in the business has been 
recently made. Fox and Mitchell, two 
practical cigar makers, have leased the 
Kresie building on South Main Street, 
which is now Factory No. 305. They 
have on sale “Hedrick Kite Track,” the 
first cigar ever manufactured in Hedrick. 
They are selling with a rush and are 
pronounced by smokers to be the equal 
of any cigars sold in the city. They 
also manufacture “The Hedrick Leader’, 
both brands being on sale at the hotels, 
restaurants and_ stores. (The building 
mentioned above was. the second door 
south of the J. H. Wake Feed store’s pres- 
ent location.) The writer remembers 
when a factory was located on North 
Main Street just south of the present 
building now occupied by B. C. Jones, a 
two story structure. The cigar factory 
was on the second floor with Ralph Gam- 
bell as one of the cigar makers. 5.8) 
Loch was the owner at the time. 


In the interview with John Gambell 
mentioned earlier, he also informed me 
that the Hoop Pole industry thrived here. 
in an early day. Several small buildings 
on the west side of Main Street north 
of Third Street (now the homes of C. M. 
McClung and Mrs. Nettie Bowles) where 
hoop poles were turned out, wholesale. 
This business was also of major import- 
ance down at Competine in 1886. Messrs. 
Condar & Blake of Clayton, Iowa, bought 
and shipped out of Hedrick 25,000 hoop 
poles and it had brought quite a lot of 
money into the village as they paid $6 
to $8 per thousand. With the passing of 
the covered wagon, wooden barrels and 
kegs, this business, like many others of 
the early days, have almost disappeared. 
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Another industry of considerable im- 
portance to the community was the Hed- 
rick Creamery, which started operating 
in June of 1892. The first product was 
cheese, but later, both cheese and butter. 
The stock was owned by local residents 
ak ere: a) Re and farmers. The first directors of the 
Semen anne aekES : , - Association were, G. W. Dickens, D. 

Sigg hence & ; Smith, J. T. Brooks, James Hook, F. M. 
Buckner, Wm. Ritter and Allen Hawk. 
This business was continued for a num- 
ber of years. The location of the build- 
ing was on the corner (now vacant), east 
of the high school. The building was on 
the south side of the street. 


In 1886, John Morrison, J. T.. Brooks 
and W. H. Young organized the Hedrick — 
Milling Co., with Mr. Morrison as Man- 
ager. This four-story building of native 
log frame was located on an Iowa Central 
Siding, just south of the tracks on Main 
Street. Mr. Morrison continued as man- 
ager for ten years. This was one of the 
best equipped mills in the country. An 
excellent grade of flour, ground on stone 
burhs, was sold over a_ large territory. 
Corn meal and buckwheat flour were also 
turned out as weil as bran, shorts, and 
other mill feeds. Later, the Central 
Grain and Fuel Co., with Mrs. E. A. Craw- 
ford as owner, leased the building and 
conducted a large wholesale business in 
flour and feed, shipping to many points 
by rail. A smaller mill was operated 
for a time by I. M. Mathews on the pres- 
ent location of the Wm. Morgan residence 
on South Main Street. 


- At left appears a picture of Hedrick’s 
Brick and Tile Factory, which was once 
a thriving industry in Hedrick. It was 
located on Sixth Street, which is now 
Highway 149. 
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Hotels Enjoy Thriving Business 


Another business that once thrived 
in Hedrick and then disappeared is the 
hotel business. From the Agency Corn- 
er of May 1935, we copy the following— 
“Hedrick’s first hotel or boarding house 
was erected by Sam McVey, the latter 
part of 1882 or early ’83 and occupied 
the present site at the corner of. Spring 
and Third Streets. (Now the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whitten.) At this 
hotel, accomodations were at a premium 
on account of so many newcomers arriv- 
ing. Shortly after, we are not sure of 
the date, Michael: Leuck opened The 
Hedrick House on the corner now occu- 
pied by the Hedrick Savings Bank. ( We 
understand the building was moved here.) 
The same party built an Opera House the 
next door north of the Hotel, which was 
known as “Leuck’s Opera House.” 


The next hotel was The Central 
House, built by Mrs. Sturgis (Formerly 
Miss Waugh) and was operated by she 
and her daughter. (This was onthe cor- 
ner of Main and Second Streets, the build- 


ing erected by Dr. Wm. C. Saner, now 
the office of Dr. J. A. Bery.) J.C. Alex- 
ander, C. Hines and Mrs Julia Wilson 
were later proprietors of this hotel. 


The Crume House was built by W. L. 
Crume and operated by him for a num- 
ber of year, later known as The Com- 
mercial House. It occupied the present 
site of the Bakehouse Fertilizer and Seed 
store on north Main Street. Mrs. S. J. 
Adams and J. W. Roop later operated this 
hotel. 


The next was the Depot Hotel, built 
by Andrew Harrison. It was located 
just across the track west of the Union 
Depot, now (1935) occupied by A. J. 
Anderson. This is the only one of the 
original hotels still standing. 


It will be seen by the above that Hed- 
rick was well supplied with hotels, but 
they all did a good business, hundreds of 
transients being taken care of each month. 
Another change brought about by mod- 
ern transportation. 


Rural Mail Service Established 


We have mentioned before as to the 
handling of mail in the early days of 
Hedrick. Our first Postmaster was 
Joseph Merryfield, we are not sure of the 
location of the Post Office at that time, 
but think it was in the Tom Shaw build- 
ing just north of the present State Thea- 
tre building. He was followed by W. 


W. Hagan in the first building north of 
the present location of the Post Office. 
The next was O. M. Durfey, with the Post 
Office in the west end of the Bank of 
Hedrick building, now the location of 
Stroud’s Store. This was earlier the lo- 
cation of the Hedrick Enterprise, ment- 
ioned earlier. _ After Mr. Durfey was D. 
L. Glass, the location, if our memory 
served us right, at least for awhile, was 
the first or second door south of the 
present J. H. Wake Feed store. Next 


its infancy. 


was John Morrison, who erected a brick 
building for the purpose and served as 
Postmaster from 1897 to the time of his 
death, nearly 13 years later. This loca- 
tion was the present Mary’s Shoppe. Mr. 


Morrison was succeeded by W. C. Mc- 
Williams and J. C. Foster in the same lo- 
cation. P. H. Hedges received his ap- 
pointment in 1936 and is still serving. 
In 1940 the Post Office was moved to- 
its present location, corner of Second and 
Main Streets, the former location of the 
First National Bank. 


Early in 1899 an effort was made by 
G. W. Dickens, J. T. Brooks and John 
Morrison to secure Rural Free Delivery 
for Hedrick, which service was then in 
On’ Monday, August 28, 
1889, route No. 1, with Mont Beck as car- 
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rier made its first trip. We understand 
from what the representative from the 
Post Office Department making the ap- 
pointment told Mont at the time, this was 
the second rural route in the state of Iowa, 
the first one being in Washington. 


The amount of mail and the method 
of handling was a lot different from the 
-present as well as the salary, which was 
$400 per year. Carriers were then al- 
lowed to handle passengers, baggage and 
freight. Until the Milwaukee built their 
Davenport cut-off, and the Post Office 
moved to Farson, Route one carried a lock 
bag to the Competine Post Office. 


Mail was delivered in different ways 
back in 1900 — spring wagon, sled, horse- 
back, bicycle, mail wagon, and on foot. 
We doubt if the present generation have 
ever seen roads quite as bad as they 


were on parts of this route at that time. 


The writer remembers of helping out on 
Route 1, one spring. The first part of 
the route with the Competine mail was 
taken on horseback, the last part on foot. 
Some of these roads could not be “navi- 
gated” between the fences but we had 
to take to the fields. About four miles 
south of town along what was then the 
Hines farm, two men came along in a 
buggy with a team of mules and we can 
still see those buggy steps drag in the 
mud. 


Route No. 2, with Jacob Lindsay, and 
Route 3, with O. C. Wilcox, were started 
July 1, 1901. Mr. Lindsay served until 
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February, 1915, when his Route was taken 
over by substitute carrier, F. D. Hinton. 
O. C. Wilcox served until his retirement 
in 1933. C. A. Beck was appointed sub- 
stitute carrier in September 1909, serving 
on all the routes until his regular appoint- 
ment in 1915, when he was given Route 
2 and continued until his retirement in 
1936. 


Route No. 4 started December 2, 1902, 
with Norval Dean as carrier. He re- 
signed in April 1903, and Charles Roberts 
carried for a few months and resigned, 
when Bert S. Gordon took over. He re- 
signed in August 1905 but was not re- 
lieved until December 1905, when Calvert 
Millikin was appointed and served until 
his retirement in 1937. No. 5 started 
December 2, 1903 with R. M. Lindsay as 
carrier, who served until his retirement 
in 1933. No. 6 started August 1, 1905. 
J. F. Dare was appointed but resigned 
and B. N. Young took this route. He 
resigned some time later and S. F. French 
was appointed and served until the ap- 
pointment of Leroy I. Reynolds, the only 
one of the early carriers still in service, 
about 42 years. Route No. 6 was later 
consolidated and on March 1, 1919, Mr. 
Reynolds was transferred to No. 3. 
Gradually these routes have been length- 
ened as road conditions improved until 
at the present we have but two, No. 1, 
covering 53 miles; and No. 2, covering 
62 miles. Some of the dates above may 
be slightly in error, but it was the best 
we could do with the available records. 


Interesting Notes on Bells +385496 > 


From the Agency Corner, April, 1945— 


“Hedrick oldest bell still continues to 
remind the pupils that school is in sess- 
ion as it has been doing for over fifty 
years. If our figures are correct, over 
a million and a half children have been 
summoned to classes by this faithful old 
bell. Hedrick’s first bell was placed in 
the belfry of the Baptist Church about 
1884 or ’85 but a wind storm several years 
later wrecked the belfry of the church 


and broke the bell which had to be re- 
placed with the bell now in use there, 
about 1894. 


The old school bell, as best we can 
learn, must have been installed about 
1887 in the old building on North Main 
Street, now. abandoned, and moved to 
its present location when the new school 
building was completed. The second 
bell, as we remember, was at the old 
Hedrick Normal school, which was com- 
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pleted in 1890. 


In the fall of 1892, through the efforts 
of Harvey Buck, the necessary funds 
were secured and the bell now on the 
Methodist Church was installed in the 
belfry of. the old church which stood 
where the O. A. Ramey residence is lo- 
cated (now, 1954, the Christian Church 
parsonage). When the new church was 
completed in 1905, the bell was moved 
to its present location. The next bell 
to be heard was in 1899 or 1900, when the 
Presbyterian Church secured the bell 
from the old Blue Jeens school south of 


Some Early 


John Bannon 


We have known John Bannon for a 
good many years, but until we _ inter- 
viewed him did not know that he was 
among Hedrick’s pioneers. He relates 
that on a farm nearby in Illinois lived 
a man by the name of Pemberton, who 
decided to “go west” and locate in Iowa. 
He told John that if he ever came to 
Iowa to look him up. In April 1883, 
John arrived in Brighton at 2 a.m. on 
the Iowa Central (now M. &. St. L.). 
This was as far as the road was built 
and it was necessary to transfer to the 
B. & W. (Narrow Gauge) to complete the 
journey to Hedrick. As this was quite 
a journey for a boy, it was started with 
some trepidation; when the conductor 
asked him where he was going, he could 
hardly remember and said to the Con- 
ductor, “The ticket will tell you.” The 
man in the next seat heard the conver- 
sation and informed John that his name 
was Bill Keys and that he also was going 
to Hedrick, Iowa. Arriving here before 
the advent of sidewalks, they walked 
back down the B. & W. to the C. M. & 
S. P. on their way uptown. As John 
had just bought a new pair of shoes he 
said he regretted having to walk up the 
Milwaukee track in mud, the new road 
had not as yet having any ballast. He 


town, when this district was consolidated 
with the Hedrick district. When St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, which had been 
for many years located two miles south 


of Hedrick, moved to Hedrick and erect- 
ed their church building in 1907, another 
fine bell started calling the faithful to 
worship. These bells have’ performed 
a valuable service through joys and sor- 
rows, peace and war, good times and 
bad and would surely be missed could 
we hear them no more. 


Listen for them next Sunday.” 


Residents 


found that his friend, Charles Pember- 
ton, lived in the old house now owned 
by Delos Danels. and he stayed there 
overnight. This man Bill Keys was a 
brother-in-law of John Chadwick, then 
living here. Mr. Bannon’s Post Office 
address has been Hedrick since that day 
in April, 1883 — some record! 


A. M. Utterback. 


Another long time resident and a man 
known over the state was A. M. Utter- 
back, known among his friends as Adna. 
He came to Hedrick in 1890 and remain- 
ed a resident the balance of his 91- years. 
His death occurred October 1, 1951. Bur- 
ial was in the Pennington Cemetery south 


of Sigourney. Mr. Utterback first en- 
gaged in the lumber and implement bus- 
iness, but in 1892 he became part owner 
of the famous Kite Track and becoming 
sole owner later. In this business he 
became acquainted with horsemen all 
over the United States. He served one 
term on the County Board of Supervis- 
ors, one term (1901-02) as a member of 
the State Legislature. For a number of 
year he was a prominent livestock buy- 
er in the territory around Hedrick, at 
one time a member of the firm Utter- 
back and Cecil Bros. 
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EARLY DAYS IN 


John Morrison 


John Morrison was born in Scotland 


in 1832, coming to America when ten 


years old. Two years later the family 
returned to their native land but return- 
ed to America in 1848, settling in Wis- 
consin. They moved to Keokuk county, 
Iowa, in 1854. Among the public offic- 
es held by Mr. Morrison (Jack, as he was 
familiarly called) were: County Auditor, 
Member of the 12th, 13th, and 14th Gen- 
eral Assemblies in 1868-1870 and 1872. 
In the latter year he was appointed as 
Special Envoy by President Grant to 
carry to the German and Austria-Hungar- 
ian Empire a_ postal and trade mark 
treaty. In 1882 he was appointed Post- 
master at Sigourney. 


He came to Hedrick in 1886 when the 
town was starting and, in partnership 
with W. H. Young and J. T. Brooks, ere *t- 
ed a flouring mill, which he conducted 
for ten years. In 1896 he was again 
elected to the Leyislature, and in the 
following year was appointed Post- 
master at Hedrick, which position he held 
for nearly 13 years until his death in 
October, 1910. Mr. Morrison enlisted in 
the Second Iowa Infantry early in 1861 
and served three years. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at the Methodist Chuccn 
in charge of the Rev. F. N. Byram of Pella 
assisted by the Rev. C. R. Zimmerman, 
pastor of the local Methodist Church. 
The Hon. John F. Lacey: of Oskaloosa; 
Hon. C. M. Brown of Sigourney; Hon. 
J. T. Brooks and Hon. James Wilson of 
Hedrick also made addresses. Interment 
was made in the Brooks Cemetery. 


W. J. Loughridge 


From the Agency Corner, August 21, 


1940 — “Another good friend of nearly 


forty years standing passed on last week, 
W. J. Loughridge. Being born in our 
state before she had reached her “teens” 
he had lived to see wonderful changes in 
the world about. When he was. born, 
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Keokuk County had no electric lights, 
no telephones, no city or county pave- 
ments, no automobiles, no railroads, and 
the County Seat was Lancaster. Com- 
paring our surrounding as they are. to- 
day, it would have hardly seemed possi- 
ble that these changes could have taken 
place in one lifetime. Mr. Loughridge, 
Jess, as he was usually known, to his 
friends in Iowa and “Dad” to hundreds 
of students at the State College at Cor- 
vallis, Oregon, where he was custodian 
for a number of years, was a man who 
had traveled extensively, and but few 
were as well posted on fish, fowl and 
wild game as he. Possessed of excellent 


~health, he continued his traveling. Only 


last fall, at 84, he made the trip back to 
Oregon, returning via Kansas City and 
Los Angeles alone. No doubt his being 
able to always look at the bright side 
of life, his friendly and courteous actions 
made his traveling pleasant. His friends, 
numbered by his acquaintances, feel a 
distinct loss in the passing of Jess Lough- 
ridge.” 


James Wilson 


Another early citizen, although not of 
Hedrick when it started, but a man very 
much interested in the community and 
its welfare was James Wilson. A native 
of Ireland his parents came to this coun- 
try when he was twelve years old, sett- 
ling in Illinois. Five years later they 
came to Iowa, settling on a farm near Pek- 
in. Later Mr. Wilson moved to his own 
farm just east of Hedrick, where he liv- 
ed for 47 years before coming to Hedrick 
in 1922. Mr. Wilson was active in church 
and community affairs, a Presbyterion, 
he héld a number of offices in the church 
at Martinsburg and later helped organ- 
ize and build the Hedrick Presbyterian 
Church. He served in the State Legis- 
lature in the 27th and 28th General As- 
semblies. He was a man whose honesty 
was never questioned. His death oc- 
curred January 26, 1930 and interment 
was made in the Martinsburg cemetery. 
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John Tinley Brooks 


John Tinley Brooks was born October 
17, 1850 on the farm of his father, John 
G. Brooks, just west of what is now Hed- 
rick on what was later known as the 
Loughridge place. 


Considerable of his activities in the 
affairs of Hedrick and the country has 
largely been covered. Likely no other 
man has had as much to do with the 
early history of Hedrick as Mr. Brooks. 
He was well fitted for the duties assign- 
ed him, a farmer, banker, politician, sur- 
veyor and lawyer. At different times 
he had held most of the offices of the 
town in addition to serving one term as 
State Senator. 


Although very strict in his business 
dealings, he was a real friend to any 
honest man in need. As an example, 
a patron of the Bank once told me that 
he had a number of hogs he was feeding 
at one time and had borrowed some mon- 
ey from the Bank to buy corn to finish 
fattening them. A short time before 
the note was due, he decided he should 
feed them a little longer and called at 
the Bank and asked Mr. Brooks if he 


could extend the payment of the note for 
a short time until the hogs were ready 
for market. Mr. Brooks replied, “No.” 
“Well,” replied the customer, “I just 


wanted to know so that I could arrange 
for the money elsewhere,” and _ started 
to leave. As he reached the door, J. T. 
(as he was familiarly known) called to 
him, “John.” John returned, whereupon 
Mr. Brooks replied, “We can make a new 
note.” 


Mr. Brooks was active in organizing 
the Iowa State Bankers Association. He 
was a member of the managing board of 
eleven years and in 1908 was President 
of the Association. He died February 8, 
1933, in Claremont, California, with in- 
terment there. His wife, Lucy W. Brooks, 
died in 1940 and was buried beside her 
husband. 


IN HEDRICK 


W. H. Young 


In 1884, at the age of twelve, W. H. 
Young came to Keokuk County, where 
he grew to manhod. In September, 1861, 
he enlisted in Co. D 13th Iowa Volunteers 
Infantry as a private soldier. He went 
immediately to the front, arriving in 


time to participate in the battle of Shilo, 
then to Cornith and Vicksburg. Upon the 
fall of Vicksburg, his company became a 
part of the troops about Atlanta. Dur- 
ing this campaign on July 22, 1864, he, 
together with a number of his -comrades, 
were taken prisoner and taken to the fam- 
ous prison at Andersonville. Here he 


remained until October, when he was 
taken to Florence S. C., where he stayed 
until February 1865, when he was re- 
moved to Richmond, Va., where he was 
parolled. After a short furlough at 
home he returned to his regiment and 
was present at the Grand Review of the 
troops at Washington, D. C. He received 
his discharge in August, 1856, at Louis- 
ville, Ky., where his regiment was must- 
ered out, he having served four years, 
lacking one month. Returning home, he 
engaged in farming and later operated a 
store in Martinsburg. He was elected 
County Treasurer in 1880 and moved to 


Sigourney. After serving one term, he, 
in company with J. T. Brooks in 1882, 
bought what was known as the Waugh 
farm on which they laid out the town of 
Hedrick. Mr. Young died at the home 
of his son, Waldo, in Washington, D. C., 
March 29, 1939, lacking but two weeks of 
reaching the age of 97. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at the home in Wash- 
ington, in charge of Chaplain Montgom- 
ery, assisted by District Supt. Dr. G. E. 
Williams of the Methodist Church. Chap- 
lain Montgomery was formerly pastor of 
the Metropolitan Memorial Methodist 
Church and had received Mr. Young into 
membership in this church of which he 
was a member at the time of his death. 
The body was brought to Hedrick and 
funeral services were conducted at the 
Methodist Church in charge of the Rev. 
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EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK ik a0 


The First House In Hedrick, Located at First and Park Streets 


One Block East of the Hedrick Savings Bank 


M. D. Cox, pastor, with interment at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery. The church was 
filled to capacity, a large number of 


friends from out of town being present: 


The services at the grave were in charge 
of Garfield Lodge, No. 485, A. F. & A. M., 
of which Mr. Young was one of the first 
members and later Master. He also 
served as Grand Treasurer of the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa for one term. On moving 
to Washington in 1925, Mr. Young was 
appointed doorkeeper of the Diplomatic 
Gallery in the National House of Repre- 
sentatives, which position he filled con- 
tinuously since, seldom missing a session 
until about ten days prior to his death. 


Thus ended the career of a man who had . 


served his country unusually well and 
unusually long.” 


From the Agency Corner, April 5th, 
1939 “Good health and good friends 
are two of life’s greatest blessings. The 
Grand Old Man to which many paid their 
last respects last Sunday, possessed these 
two blessings to an unusual degree. 
Changing his residence at a time when 
many would have stopped at remember- 
ing only the old, he formed a large circle 


-er, a Confederate Soldier, 


of new loyal friends. On April 11th, 
last, while the National House of Repre- 
sentative was in Sessions, Congressman 
McReynolds asked for permission for 
time to pay tribute to the Doorkeeper of 


the Diplomatic Gallery on his 96th birth- 


day. On being presented, the Congress- 
man remarked, ‘I consider him to be the 
most courtly genleman on Capitol Hill,” 
whereupon the entire House arose and 
applauded, a proceeding rarely witnessed 
for anyone not a member. Speaker of 
the House, Wm. Bankhead, a warm friend 
of the Doorkeeper, recalled that his fath- 
had an arm 
shot off at the Battle of Shilo, at which 
the guest of honor participated as a Union: 
soldier. Among. the many beautiful 


flowers Sunday, was one from an old 


friend, now retired, Commander Fred I. 
Benton of the U. S. Navy, tied with red, 
white and blue ribbons. 


The Corner is glad to add our tribute 
to one we have known and respected so 
long. What a different world this would 
be if everyone was as upright and as 
honest as was W. H. Young.” 
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EARLY DAYS IN HEDRICK 


DATES TO REMEMBER 


Pe eee es as eae Oe ae a 1882 
SR Ei oe Fa) a RO ER RS Da 9A 2) oy 1883 
Ua pe gS 10S Ta 2120 TR RA a le One BO NOP oI te gee 1895 
REOCUELULED MERLOT oe ioe ee bees i se ae 1899 
Paper tree eee Aer OAS) ee a ee ee Re 1901 
Weaerworke mtarved Fall ol coche see ene 1913 


First Parcel Post out of Hedrick, July 1, 1913. 
Mrs. F. L. Stolte mailed the first package and 
C. A. White, R. R. 1, received the first parcel 
Post package. 


Be pK Tet gf bait Pd 6 ee > aa fee _.1913 
Town Paving Completed, November —.........--- 1919 
Highway 149 Paving, September —_.-.....------- 1929 
Dani HoOntay.. Best oleae eee 1932 
Banks Consolidated, September 20 2.0. ee 1932 
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